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PREFACE. 



The Author ventures to commit these Lectures 
to the press, and to affix rather an unusual price 
to the volume, in the hope of raising a small fund 
to complete the re-seating and repairing of his 
Parish Church. Nearly £90 have been already 
laid out ; £50 more woidd be considered a mate- 
rial assistance in completing the work. He lays 
no claim to originality in the following Lectures. 
His object has been simply to explain the word of 
God to the flock committed to his charge. In 
order to this, he has availed himself of all the 
help that came in his reach, whether from Com- 
mentaries or other sources. He humbly trusts 
that a rich blessing from on high may go forth 
with his little volume, to the edification of his 
readers, and the glory of God. 

Lanoham Vicarage, 
1852. 
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LECTUEE I. 

THEN THERE PASSED BY MIDIANITES MERCHANTMEN; AND 
THEY DREW AND LIFTED UP JOSEPH OUT OF THE PIT, AND 
SOLD JOSEPH TO THE ISHMEELITES FOR TWENTY PIECES OF 
SILVER : AND THEY BROUGHT JOSEPH INTO EGYPT. 

GEN. XXXVII. 28, 

The history of the patriarch Joseph is deeply 
interesting and instructive. It has been familiar 
to us from our very childhood, and every time we 
read it we are still delighted with its freshness and 
vigour. Life is therein drawn in its various stages 
and scenes. And, wheAer we contemplate the pa- 
triarch at home with his father, in the field with 
his brethren, in service under Potiphax, in prison 
with the chief of the butlers and with the chief of 
the bakers, or in the court of Pharaoh exalted as 
the ruler over the land of Egypt, we see, through- 
out, how precious a treasure is the fear of God ; 
how His grace can sustain and guide in the most 
perplexing and difficult circumstances; and how 
the marvelloujs providence of God can make " all 
things work together," even by apparent contra- 
dictions, for His people's good. 
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2 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

May God bless our meditations upon this sub^ 
ject, and render it profitable both to minister and 
people, for His dear Son's sake. 

I. Let us review the circumstances in connexion 
with the text. 

Let us open our Bibles, and consider the 37th 
chapter of Genesis, from which the text is taken. 

It opens with these words, *' Jacob dwelt in the 
land wherein his father was a stranger." Isaac 
had been content merely to be a stranger. Jacob 
was great, and wealthy, and powerful, and he was 
settling himself in the land. He was beginning to 
set his heart upon the business of this lower world, 
when it pleased God to " stir up his nest," to call 
him to remembrance ; and it has been observed,* 
that his heavenly Father did not take away Levi, 
or Judah, or Zebulun, the children of the little re- 
g£a:ded Leah, but — Joseph, the son of the tenderly 
loved Rachel; her first-born son, whom Israel 
loved more than all his children. Jacob's strong- 
est afiection was the rod of his deepest and heaviest 
affliction. 

Joseph, at the opening of the Bible history, was 
but ^' seventeen years of age." Though his father's 
darling, he was not brought up in idleness or de- 
licacy ; he " was feeding the flock with his bre- 
thren," and thus early accustomed to labour. " The 
lad was with the sons of Zilpah and the sons of 

* Blunt on the History of Jacob, 160—163. 



DELIVERANCE FROM THE PIT. 8 

Bilhah, his father's wires ; " he could hot but take 
notice of their ill-behaviour, and he " brought to 
his father their evil report," not in Hi-nature, but 
from a sense of right, and that their crimes might 
he reproved, and if possible prevented. 

^' Israel loved Joseph more than all his chil- 
dren, because he was the son of his old age ;" — ^the 
greatest comfort that he had, now that Rachel was 
gone. His other sons had in many things grieved 
and disgraced him ; Benjamin was too young to be 
a companion to him-; Joseph, so assiduous and at- 
tentive in waiting upon him, was the " son of his 
old age, and he made him a coat of many coloiirs; " 
an injudicious proof of affection, and the beginning 
of the troubles which he afterwards met with. 

About this time Joseph dreamed twice ; first, of 
the eleven sheaves making obeisance to his sheaf; 
and then, of the sun and inoon and eleven stars 
bowing down before him. 

The dreams w;ere doubled, to show how surely 
they would come to pass. Gen. xli. 3^. 

Joseph related these dreams. It would have 
been wiser to have been silent, but God overruled 
his simplicity to the brighter manifestation, of His 
own faithfulness and truth. Perhaps Joseph was 
too well pleased with the thought of the exaltation 
before him. As Matthew Henry remarks, " he 
dreamed of his preferment, but not of his imprison- 
ment. Thus many young people, when they set out 

B 2 



4 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

in life, think only of pleasure and pr6sperity, and 
never dream of trouble." 

''His brethren envied him," not only for his 
" coat of many colours," but for his dreams ; they 
considered every favour, whether from God or 
man, as an injury and affront to themselves ; " but 
his father observed the saying; " like another pa- 
rent of whom we read elsewhere, who " kept all 
these things and pondered them in her heart." 

" His brethren went to feed their father's flocks 
in Shechem." Joseph was sent to inquire after 
their welfare. Most cheerfiiUy did he obey his fa- 
ther's command, and in the most kind and forgiving 
manner did he search for them, and go on to Dothan, 
about eight miles north of Shechem, that he might 
fulfil his father's intentions towards them. He 
was a dutiful son, and a forgiving and obliging bro- 
ther. Little did he think, when he left his father's 
house, that he should never see it again; as little 
did his brethren think, when they sold ^\rn naked 
to the Ishmeelites, that they should see him the 
next time " in royal apparel, with a chain of gold 
round his neck, riding in the second chariot of 
Egypt." 

Most unnatural was the conspiracy they made 
against him. While he was thinking only of their 
welfare, thej/ were plotting his destruction. " When 
they saw him afar off, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 



DELIVERANCE FKOM THE PIT. 5 

And they said one to another. Behold, this dream- 
er cometh. Come, now, therefore, and let us slay 
him and cast him into some pit, and we will see 
what will become of his dreams. And Reuben 
heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, 
and said. Let us not kill him. And Reuben said 
unto them. Shed no blood, but cast him into this 
pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon 
him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to 
deliver him to his father again. And it came to 
pass when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that 
they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat, of 
many colours that was on him ;" (doubtless grieving 
him and affironting him — Joseph, where is your fine 
coat now?) ^* and they took him and cast him into 
a pit : and the pit was empty, there was no water 
in it : " notwithstanding the " anguish of his soul," 
and his most earnest entreaty, they would not 
hear, but determined that he should die by starva- 
tion and be buried alive. Think of him, dear 
brethren, on his bare knees, weeping and making 
supplication to his merciless brethren; think of 
him bound, and dragged, and pushed, and tumbled, 
in the most rough and cruel manner, into the deep 
and horrible pit. You hear his groans and cries ; 
you are apt to think, " Ah, it is all over with poor 
Joseph now." You see him in apparent despair 
in the pit ; and his brethren, on its margin above, 
in apparent triumph and exultation, '^ sitting down 
to eat bread ; " they feasting, while he was doomed 
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to starvation. And you think, " Where are God's 
purpose and promise now ? Why, His word was 
as firm and stedfast as the everlasting hills ; and 
through all this cross and contradictory provi- 
dence the chariot- wheels of His truth and faithful- 
ness were urging forward their irresistible progress 
to a completie accomplishment. A few years, and 
the tables were turned ; — Joseph, in real glory, the 
viceroy of Egypt; his brethren, cringing and trem- 
bling before him for a crust of bread. 

The sacred narrative proceeds : " They lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of 
Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels 
bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry 
it dowii to Egypt." Upon Judah's suggestion, 
Joseph is sold to these merchants for twenty pieces 
of silver. God never meant that he should perish 
in that pit. Reuben saved Joseph from the sword 
of his brethren, and all he thought about was saving 
his life. Judah saved him from starvation, and all 
he thought about was putting some silver into his 
pocket — the price of his own brother. God^s pur- 
poses, all the while, were working their own way. 
Joseph's life was spared. He was taken down 
into Egypt. He was there trained, and disciplined, 
and broken down, and made fit for honour. " The 
wrath of man redounded to the glory of God.*' 
Had Joseph died of hunger in the pit, Jacob, and 
Judah, and his brethren had died of hunger in the 
land of Canaan. Had Judah and his brethren. 
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and their families, perished with hunger, of whom, 
humanly speaking, could the Saviour of the world 
have been bom ? How could the word of God 
have been fulfilled ? How could redemption have 
been wrought, and the world have been saved ? 
Upon so small a wire did God hang so great an 
event Upon the deliverance of Joseph from the 
pit turned the salvation of mankind. 

II. Let us gather up some lessons from this sub- 
ject for our own instruction. 

1. How hateful and unreasonable is envy ! 
What misery does it bring upon ourselves and upon 
others ! How unlike to God it makes us ! How 
it changes us to the very image of the devil! Oh, 
let us beg of God to give us a sense, an increasing 
sense, of our own vileness, and we shall account it a 
mercy that wie are not in hell; we shall not be 
grieved at any preference shown to others. Let 
us beg of God to fill our hearts with love to Him 
and to all our fellow creatures ; we shall then be 
like unto our God, whose name and nature is 
Love. 

2. Let us learn to "judge nothing before the 
time." Who that had seen Joseph suffering thus 
severely at the hands of his own brethren, would 
have thought him so exemplary, so blameless in 
conduct? We might have judged him harshly, 
seeing him so harshly treated. But " his way was 
with the Lord, and his judgment was with his 
God ; " and, in due time, '* his righteousness was 
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brought forth as the light, and his judgment as 
the noonday." Come, brethren, to Calvary. Be- 
hold the " man of sorrows." He was " despised 
and rejected of men." He " hid not His face from 
shame and spitting." Against Him were gathered 
together " both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the 
people of Israel." Who, that witnessed merely 
His humiliation and death, would have thought, 
that '^ truth was his fault, and that his innocence 
needed no more argument or proof than the sun 
needs an advocate to prove that he is the brightest 
star in the firmament." * 

Mark how the children of God are handled by 
the children of this world. They are washed in 
the blood of Christ ; they are sanctified by his Spi- 
rit The *' love of God is shed abroad in their 
hearts." It is their daily aim and object to glorify 
God and to benefit their fellow creatures. They 
are " the salt of the earth " and " the light of the 
world." And yet, " the offence of the cross has 
not ceased." The " carnal mind " still rages with 
enmity '' against God." The humble and obedient 
disciple is still exposed to persecution ; it may be, 
not to imprisonment and bodily torture ; but to 
daily opposition, the sneer, the taunting reproach, 
the secret calumny, so trying to flesh and blood. 
He is thought weak, and poor-spirited,'and precise, 
and self-righteous, and severe. The truth is, that 

* Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 
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his ^* life is hid with Christ in God." His mo- 
tives and principles, his consolations and hopes, are 
not appreciated by the world. And it is his duty, 
as it will be his blessedness, to be " careful for no- 
thing," but to walk in the path of obedience and 
charity, and to commit the rest to God. The day 
is not far distant when his despised name will be 
pronounced with approbation before angels and 
men by the Judge of all the earth ; when he shall 
receive that welcome which shall overwhelm him 
with wonder, gratitude, and praise, " Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord." 

3. We have been invited, brethren, this morning * 
to the table of our adorable Redeemer. There we 
call to remembrance His dying love. Like Joseph, 
He was the beloved of His Father. He did always 
His Father's pleasure. He cheerfully came on an 
errand of love and mercy to our fallen race. He 
did not draw back, although He knew perfectly all 
the self-sacrifice and humiliation which was before 
Him — ^^ He came unto His own, and His own re- 
ceived Him not." He " went about doing good." 
His '^ brethren after the flesh " went about to kill 
Him. With sore anguish did Joseph entreat that 
he might not be cast into the pit : the Lord Jesus 
was " sorrowful and sore troubled ; " in an agony 
so dreadful, that His *' sweat was, as it were, great 

♦ Preached previous to the administration of the Lord's supper. 
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drops of blood falling down to the ground," did He 
pray that the cup of Divine wrath might pass 
from Him. The humiliation of Joseph was his 
preparation for honour ; — and our Joseph, the Lord 
Jesus, was " crucified in weakness, but He liveth 
by the power of God.'* He " drank of the brook 
in the way, therefore shall He lift up the head.*' 
His suffering is our salvation ; His death the pur- 
chase of our spiritual and eternal life. Let us 
seek, dear brethren, an appropriating faith, a per- 
sonal interest in Him ; such an union with Him 
that we may, in believing adoration of heart, say, 
" Jesus, my beloved Saviour, is mine, and I am 
his." God grant, that when we receive the bread, 
we may feed upon Jesus in our hearts ; that when 
we drink the wine, we may remember His dying 
love, and " be thankfiiL" Oh I may we welcome 
His reproach, and cheerfully take up our daily 
cross, and bear it after Him ; and, partakers of His 
sufferings here, may we share in His triumphs 
hereafter. 
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''how then can I DO THIS GREAT WICKEDNESS, AND SIN 
AGAINST GOD ? '* — GEN. XXXIX. 9. 



We parted from Joseph just upon his deliverance 
from the pit. He was sold by his brethren for 
twenty pieces of silver. Little did the Ishmeelites 
imagine what a treasure they had purchased ; 
that they had a jewel intrusted to their charge, 
more precious than all their balm and spicery and 
myrrh ; and that the young lad who wept at the 
remembrance of his home^ as he was riding on the 
camel, was to be the saviour of Egjrpt and Canaan. 
Meanwhile, his brethren returned to Jacob. Hav- 
ing '' killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat 
in the blood," they " brought it to their father, 
and said. This have we found, know now whether 
it be thy son's coat or no." And he knew it, and 
said, " It is my son's coat, an evil beast hath de- 
voured him. Joseph is without doubt rent in 
pieces." What a deep and heavy affliction wad 
this ! " Jacob rent his clothes and put sackcloth 
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upon his loins^ and mourned for his son many days." 
How deceitful and desperately wicked is the hu- 
man heart ! The very men who had intended to 
kill Joseph, and who had actually sold him into 
Egypt, and who perfectly well knew that he was 
alive, '* rose up to comfort their father " under his 
supposed death. " But he refused to be comforted, 
and he said. For I will go down unto the grave 
unto my son, mourning." Thus his father wept for 
him. There was, then, a ray of light, even in 
the midst of this distressing dispensation. True, 
Jacob believed that Joseph was dead ; not an 
idea of his future glory crossed his mind ; but this 
thought afforded him some solace, I shall yet see 
him again — if not here, hereafter. " I will go 
down unto the grave unto my son, mourning." 
As the man after God's own heart said, " I shall 
go to him, but he shall not return to me." And 
if, in those early days, when so little had been 
revealed as to a future state, this thought refreshed 
and soothed the heart of the patriarch, what 
consolation may not the Christian mourner enjoy, 
now that " life and immortality have been brought 
to light by the gospel ! " Yes, brethren, we shall 
meet again those dear ones in Christ, who have 
gone before us ; we shall meet, never to part again, 
in perfect bliss — corruption and infirmity for ever 
laid aside — where it is best to meet, before the 
throne of God and the Lamb. " Wherefore com- 
fort one another with these words." 
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I. In dependence upon God's blessing, let us 
continue Joseph's history, and mark the virtuous, 
holy stedfastness of his character. 

Opening at the 39th chapter, we read, " Joseph 
was brought down to Egypt." He had been kind- 
ly and tenderly brought up at home, and now he 
has to rough it, the best way he can, in service. 
And he is no longer in Canaan, where his father 
kept up the worship of the true God ; but in Egypt, 
where the people were idolaters, sunk low in su- 
perstition and vice. 

" And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain 
of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him." It never 
occurred to his master what an important person 
this young slave should become; and that he 
should bow his knee before one whom he had 
bought for money. We cannot but remark that 
he was purchased by aa " officer of Pharaoh ;" Jo* 
seph would thus get an insight into public business, 
and he would hear no little about politics and mat*- 
ters of government, all which would turn to good 
account on his future elevation. 

" And the Lord was with Joseph : " his brethren 
had stripped him of his coat, but they could not 
strip him of his religion. He seemed solitary in- 
deed when brought down to Egypt ; and his very 
heart would sink within him aa he thought of 
his aged father and his beloved home. Egypt was 
a strange land. The people spoke a strange lan- 
guage. Their habits and manners were strange. 



14 HISTOEY OF JOSEPH. 

Their rel^on was strangely dJjBferent to the pure 
jmd simple worship of his father's house. All was 
strange. But yet, he was not alone ; he was indeed 
separated from his home, but not from his God ; 
" the Lord was with Joseph." This comforted 
him, this sustained him, and this made him a 
" prosperous man." His face shone with the pre- 
sence and smile of his God. His *^ profiting 
appeared unto all men." He rose step by step. 
First, he was put to the meanest and lowest work, 
just to hold the sandals at the door of those who 
visited his master. Many a nobleman's shoe-latchet 
did he " stoop down to unloose." There was a 
grace and dignity in all he did ; they saw that 
there was *^ an excellent spirit in him," and soon 
he was preferred ; he " was in the house," (not a 
mere porter at the door,) but " in the house of his 
master the Egyptian." And there his master's eye 
was more drawn to his whole demeanour and 
conduct ; he marked his high and holy principle, 
and " he saw that the Lord was with him, and 
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand." 

Another promotion awaited him. " Joseph 
found grace in his sight, and he served him;" he 
was thus personally connected with his master ; 
he had to wait upon him continually. The more 
closely Potiphar watched him, the more satisfied 
was he with his principles ; and he raised him to 
the highest office in his household ; '* he made him 
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overseer over his house^ and all that he had he put 
in his hand." 

And " from this time," we are told, *' the bless- 
ing of God rested on the house of the Egyptian, 
aijd upon all that he had." For '' them that 
honour me I will honour, and them that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed." How inestimable 
the treasure of real religious principle ! Here 
was a virtuous and godly servant — one that could 
indeed be trusted ; that was the same behind his 
master's back that he was in his master's presence. 
His was not '^ eye-service, as a man-pleaser ; but, 
in singleness of heart, fearing God ; whatsoever he 
did, he did it heartily, as to the Lord, and not to 
men." And here was a wicked heathen family 
blessed and prospered for the sake of the one good 
servant who was in it. 

Perhaps, now, we may be ready to congratulate 
Joseph on his advancement in the house of Foti- 
phar. But his trials seem only just begun. Da^^ 
gers crowd his path on all sides. He is exposed 
to a" very severe temptation indeed. And, by the 
grace of God, he more than triumphs. Day after 
day he was importuned to commit sin with his 
mistress, and he rejected the proposal with indig- 
nation and abhorrence. 

The case is well known, and therefore I shall 
not now insist upon it in particular. Permit me 
only to notice the light in which Joseph viewed 
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this matter^ '* How can I do this great wickedness^ 
and sin against God?" 

This was the true light in which to regard sin. 
What multitudes will gloss over and excuse their of- 
fences ! Sin is softened down under a smooth name. 
Covetousness is spoken of as a prudent regard for 
one's own family and interest. Drunkenness is 
called conviviality. Uncleanness, a youthftd foUy 
and indiscretion. Many will stupidly tell you 
that the drunkard is only his own enemy^ in the 
teeth of all experience to the contrary. And there 
are many ignorant enough to suppose that marriage 
blots out the guUt of previous fornication. 

All this arises from the deceitfulness and des- 
perate wickedness of the heart of man. He does 
not look upon sin in its right light. He does not 
ti'ouble much about it, if he can do it without being 
found out — ^if it does not interfere with his tempo- 
ral interests — ^if it does not expose him to ridicule 
or loss. Hence there are many who think nothing 
of passing whole days and weeks without secret 
prayer ; who think littie or nothing of vain, foolish, 
light, and even indecent and improper conversa- 
tion ; who will trifle at church if they are not dis- 
covered ; who will pick, and steal, and cheat, in 
what they call little things, where they think they 
will not be found out. All this arises from light 
views of sin. 
But Joseph's conduct is a lesson here. ** How 
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can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God ? " Let us mark three points in his refusal. 

*^ How can /," who am not an Egyptian, but an 
Israelite, a professor of religion, in covenant rela- 
tion with God, " do this great wickedness? " 

He does not palliate it or excuse it ^ he does not 
venture to parley with the temptation ; m^ch less 
does he treat it as a light and trifling matter, a 
youthful error ; but he calls it by its right name, 
" ^r^af wickedness." 

" And sin against God:^^ Looking at the sin 
not merely as against himself, his own body ; nor 
merely as against his mistress or his master ; but 
he looks upon it as a " sin against God^ Even 
as David did, in Fsalm li. 4, " Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight." 

Thus manfully, by the grace of God, did Joseph 
keep his ground, and triumph over a temptation 
which had both opportunity- and importunity to 
recommend it. 

II. We may learn from this subject, 

1. How to regard sin. Sin is levelled against 
God, The iniquity to which Joseph was tempted 
would have been a defiling of his own body, and an 
irreparable injury to his master, but he regarded it 
rather as committed wholly against God. 

And, indeed, sin, viewed in its true light, is a 
defiance of the highest authority. " Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey his voice ? " Exod. v. ^. 
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" As for the word which thou hast spoken to us 
in tke name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto 
thee, but we will certainly do whatsoever thing 
gpeth forth out of our own mouth," Jer. xliv. 
16, 17. 

Sin is a denial of the strictest justice. God has 
said that ** the wicked shall not be unpunished," 
Prov. xi. 21 ; that " He will render to every man 
according to his works," Bom. ii. 6. But sin says, 
** The Lord will not do good, neither will he do 
evil," Zeph. i. 12. 

Sin is an abuse of the richest goodness. '^ In 
Him we live, and move, and have our being." How 
ungrateful to take His good gifts and toiling them 
in His face, in rebellion agaiast Him ! 

Sin is a rejection of the most tender mercy. God 
is continually calling and inviting us to accept the 
offers of His love in Christ Jesus. Sin tramples 
upon Jesus ; sin *' crucifies the Son of God afresh ;" 
sin proclaims aloud, in the ears of angels and men, 
that the glories of heaven are nothing to the 
pleasures of sin; that we prefer hell with self- 
indulgence, before heaven with self-denial. Oh 
what an awful thing sin must be I 

2. We may learn how to resist and conquer sin. 
Only by the grace of God. Never let us parley 
with it in the least. Let us resist it, quench it in 
its very commencement. Let us look upon it with 
a perfect abhorrence, whether in thought, word, or 
action. Let us make a covenant with our eyes. 
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our tongues, our hearts against it. Let us rest 
assured, that though sin may, for a moment, be 
*' rolled as a sweet morsel under the tongue,'^ it 
will prove worse than gall in the stomach ; and that 
though it may flatter and deceive us, it will, within 
a very little while, ** bite as a serpent, and sting 
like an adder." 

Lastly, This subject teaches us how we may 
be happy and prosperous in any condition of life. 
Whether high or low, rich or poor, masters or 
servants, the grace and blessing of God are the 
secrets of peace and joy, and true, solid pros- 
perity. " The Lord was with Joseph, and the 
Lord made all that he did ix) prosper in his 
hand." 

" The Lord was ttnih him." And how great is 
this privilege ! It is enjoyed only by the obedient 
people of God ! *^ He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life ; but he that believeth not the 
Son, shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him," John iii. 31. " The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open 
to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil," 1 Pet. iii. 12. 

Brethren, in the word of God, men are divided 
into two great classes ; they are either His friends 
or His enemies ; they are either converted or un^ 
converted ; they are either the penitent, humble 
children of God, or they are the proud, unthank-. 
ful, disobedient servants of Satan. Brethren, to 
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which of these two classes do ye now belong ? Can 
you sincerely look up to God with joy, as your 
Father, Guide, Friend, Counsellor, Befuge, and 
Portion ? Is it your earnest prayer, before you 
leave your chamber in the morning, *^ K Thy pre- 
sence go not with me, carry me not up hence ? " 
" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? " 

*' Abide with me from mom to eve, 
♦ For without Thee I cannot live ; 

Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without Thee I dare not die." 



LECTURE III. 



^JIB SlanaUas ^risHiiat 



AND JOSEPH S MASTER TOOK HIM, AND PUT HIM INTO THE 
PRISON, A PLACE WHERE THE KING's PRISONERS WERE BOUND: 
AND HE WAS THERE IN THE PRISON. BUT THE LORD WAS 
WITH JOSEPH, AND SHOWED HIM MERCY, AND GAVE HIM FA- 
TOUR IN THE SIGHT OF THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON. AND 
THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON COMMITTED TO JOSEPH'S HAND 
ALL THE PRISONERS THAT WERE IN THE PRISON ; AND WHAT- 
SOEVER THEY DID THERE, HE WAS THE DOER OF IT. THE 
KEEPER OF THE PRISON LOOKED NOT TO ANY THING THAT 
WAS UNDER HIS HAND; BECAUSE THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, 
AND THAT WHICH HE DID, THE LORD MADE IT TO PROSPER. 

GEN. XXXIX. 20 — 23. 



We have considered the chaste and virtuous con- 
duct of Joseph, when tempted by his mistress. 
And our attention has been drawn to his holy de- 
termination and courage — " How can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God? '* He re- 
garded sin in its true light; he looked at it not 
merely as committed against his master, or his own 
body, but as an offence against God hiniself. And 
hj the grace of God, he was enabled to resist and 
overcome her importunity, yea, to be " more than 
a conqueror." 

Let us now pursue the history, and, with God's 
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blessings endeavour to gather some lessons of pro- 
fitable instruction from it. 

I. Having endeavoured in vain to seduce Joseph 
from his virtue, his master's wife was filled with 
rage, and avenges herself by ruining his character 
with his fellow servants and his master. ^' A second 
time is Joseph stripped of his coat. First, through 
the violence of envy ; now, through the violence 
of lust. Once, by necessity ; now, of choice. Once, 
to deceive his father ; now, to deceive his master."* 
And thus one sin leads to another. Immodesty 
and deceit often go together. Her falsehood suc- 
ceeds, and Joseph, without a trial or even a hearing, 
is cast into ^' prison, a place where the king's pri- 
soners were bo\ind," and his " feet were made fast 
in the stocks." 

In outward appearance, Joseph now was sunk 
low indeed; — ^his character and liberty both taken 
firom him ; he thrust into the low dungeon. But 
the day of discovery was drawing on : in His own 
time, God pleaded the cause of His servant ; and, 
in one short hour, was Joseph raised from a prison 
to a palace. 

On this most false charge did Joseph find 
himself in Pharaoh's prison. Far from his home, 
far from his family, in a strange land, in all the 
vigour of youth, he escaped only from the pit 
to be chained in a dark and low dungeon. Trouble 

♦ Bishop Hall. 
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followed hard upon trouble. God's waves and bil* 
lows seemed all to pass over him. The dungeon 
was sad and gloomy ; its walls, bare stone ; its 
floor, damp and cold ; its window, if any, small 
and high ; the chains, of rough and heavy iron ; 
the stocks, painful and degrading — all, all seemed 
against him. And Joseph felt hk unjust impri- 
sonment very deeply; how earnestly did he re- 
quest the chief butler to " make mention of him 
to Pharaoh, and bring him out of the dungeon!" 
But yet, dear brethren, allowing all this, shall I 
surprise you by saying that Joseph in prison was 
the happiest man in all Egypt ? happier far than 
his vile mistress, who had belied him; happier 
than his brethren, who had so cruelly sold him. 
Joseph, the suffering slave, was happier far than 
Potiphar,^s prosperous master ; yea, than Pha- 
raoh upon his throne. His rejoicing was the tes- 
timony of a good conscience. His high dignity 
this, that his prison was the presence-chamber of 
his God, " The Lord was with Joseph." And 
this made him safe, and happy, and prosperous. 
*^ The Lord was with Joseph, and showed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison." No situation can shut out 
God from his people. *^ Lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world." Of every place 
may you truly say, " Jehovah-shammah," " The 
Lord is there ;" — either as a Father or a Judge, 
either to bless or punish, either to acquit or condemn. 
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. It is a blessed^ soul-inspiring thought for the 
humble believer, " Gad is with me." You may 
be engaged in your ordinary calling ; you may be 
called to endure sudden, unlooked-for trial and 
suffering ; but this truth, inwrought in the hearty 
brings the sweetfest comfort, *' God is with me "-^ 
" My Guide, my Friend, my Counsellor, my All 
and in all." 

Am I addressing those who do not really love the 
Saviour, and have not been converted by His grace ? 
Ah ! God is with you too. And His eye of flam- 
ing fire pierces into all your actions, with all their 
deepest motives and principles. You may try to 
forget it, to banish it from your mind ; but, go 
where you wiU, stay where you may, in secret,, in 
public, God is with you ; and He is not deceived. 
He will not be mocked. " Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap. He that soweth to the 
flesh, shall reap corruption ; but he that soweth to 
the Spirit, shall reap life everlasting." *^ It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." 

We are told that the ** keeper of the prisc^ 
committed to Joseph's hands aU the prisoners that 
were in the prison, and whatsoever they did there, 
he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison 
looked not to any thing that was under his hand, 
because the Lord was with him, and that which he 
did, the Lord made it to prosper." The grace of 
God is all-sufficient in every situation in life. A 



THE BLAMELESS PRISONER. 25 

good man will do good^ wherever he may be. 
Even in prison Joseph was useful and influential. 
He was a witness for the God of Israel. His holy 
conduct impressed and instructed all who beheld 
him. Often would he speak a word in season^ and 
his example would give weight to his advice. 
Blameless and harmless, he excited the admiration 
and gained the confidence of his master and his 
fellow prisoners. And many have followed in his 
steps. Some of the hoUest and best men have 
been shut up in dungeons. It was thus with Je- 
remiah, with Daniel, with Paul, with John. It 
was thus in our own country in the time of Popish 
tyranny and persecution. Cranmer, Ridley, Lati- 
mer, and a host of others, enjoyed the dignitv of 
suffering imprisonment and martyrdom for Christ. 
They were neither ashamed of their Master nor of 
His cross. Faithfid even to death, they won a crown 
of life. And their blood has proved the seed of 
the church. When the faggot was brought, kin- 
dled with fire, and laid at Bishop Ridley's feet, 
Latimer, another martyr-bishop, said to him, " Be 
of good comfort. Master Ridley, and play the man. 
We shall this day light such a candle, by God's 
grace,in England, as I trust shall never be put out.'* 
Whilst Joseph was in prison, things were work- 
ing round for his deliverance. Two of Pharaoh's 
servants were committed to prison, the chief of the 
butlers and the chief of the bakers. For high 
places are slippery places. Joseph would learn 
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from their sudden imprisonment, how uncertain is 
the favour of a prince. 

And '^ they dreamed a dream, both of them, 
each man his dream in one night, the butler and 
the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound 
in the prison." For Ood has all hearts and minds 
under his control ; *^ as the rivers of water, he 
tumeth them whithersoever he will," Sleeping or 
waking, we are in his hand. 

Their dreams made them sad. Joseph was their 
keeper; and, with all kindness, he inquired of 
them, in the morning, " Wherefore look ye so 
sadly to-day ? " Suffering himself had taught him 
to feel compassion for suffering in others. And is 
it not so with our dear and blessed Redeemer ? 

" Touch'd with a sympathy within. 

He knows our feeble frame ; 
He knows what sore temptations mean, 

For He has felt the same." 

With all tenderness. He looks upon and inquires 
after His people's sorrows. ** Woman, why weepest 
thou ? whom seekest thou ? " " In aU our affliction. 
He is afflicted." *^ He that toucheth you, toucheth 
the apple of His eye." Oh realize the nearness of 
your Lord. And when you are burdened, realize 
His kind and most considerate inquiry, " Where- 
fore look ye so sadly to-day?" and learn that 
blessed lesson, to " cast all your care " upon One 
who, with an infinite solicitude, " careth iot you." 
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The chief butler related his dream first. ** In 
my dream^ behold, a vine was before me ; and in 
the vine were'three brailches : and it was as though 
it budded, and her blossoms shot forth ; and the 
clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes. And 
Pharaoh's cup was in my hand ; and I took the 
grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and 
I ^ave the cup into Pharaoh's hand." 

And Joseph was enabled to explain it to him. 
** This is the interpretation of it : The three branches 
are three days : yet within three days shall Pha- 
raoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy 
place ; and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup inlo 
his hand, after the former manner when thou wast 
his butler." And he took the opportunity to ask 
the chief butler to mention him to Pharaoh, to 
bring him out of the prison. '' But think on me 
when it shaU be well with thee, and show kind- 
ness, I pray thee, unto me ; and make mention of 
me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house : 
for indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the 
Hebrews : and here also have I done nothings that 
they should put me into the dungeon." In this 
request, we may observe, that Joseph makes no 
reference to his brethren's unkindness — no refer- 
ence to his mistress's wrong usage — ^no reference 
to his master's injustice. He simply states his own 
innocence. He only asks for his liberty ; and this 
in the most modest and humble manner. Humility 
is the pathway to honour. 
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The cl^ef baker then stated his dream^ and asked 
for the explanation. " When the chief baker saw 
that the interpretation was* good, he said unto Jo- 
seph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had 
three white baskets on my head : and in the Up- 
permost basket there was of all manner of bake- 
meats for Pharaoh ; and the birds did eat them out 
of the basket upon my head." And Joseph inter- 
preted it. It was a message of evil tidings — a 
prophecy of his execution within three days. Thus, 
without fear or favour, did he declare llie will of 
God. To the one, a message of life ; to the other, 
of death. In both cases, a message of perfect truth. 
And the gospel which we preach, to some is *' a 
savour of life ;" to others, " a savour of death unto 
death." The Lord Jesus is " set for the fall and 
rising again of many in Israel.** He is either a 
Saviour, or a Judge. He speaks either consolation 
or warning ; either, " Come, ye blessed," or, " De- 
part, ye cursed." 

Three days passed, and Joseph's interpretation 
is verified. The chief butler was restored to his 
place in court; the chief baker was hung. So 
great are the changes brought about in a short 
time. If the one had been falsely, and the other 
justly, accused, the providence of God was seen ill 
the clearing the one and the punishment of the 
other. But if both, as is not unlikely, were equally 
innocent or guilty, we see an instance of the pride 
and caprice of an Eastern prince, who had abso- 
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lute power to kill, or to keep alive, any of his sub- 
jects. And thankful should we be for our excel- 
lent constitution, where the power of Queen, 
Lords, and Commons is so beautifully adjusted ; 
where the law of the land is supreme, the Queen 
must obey it as much as the humblest of her people, 
and by which a perfect liberty is secured to all, 
except the liberty of injuring another. 

It was on Pharaoh's birthday that this m^ercy 
and judgment were exercised. The joyful cele- 
bration of birthdays is a very ancient practice. In 
the cases of Jeroboam and Herod, it gave rise to 
mischief and wickedness. Of Jeroboam the pro- 
phet tells us, " In the day of our king the princes 
have made him sick with bottles of wine : he ' 
stretched out his hand with scomers,'* Hosea vii 
5. Herod's birthday closed over- the martyr-grave 
of John the Baptist. Mark vi. 21 — 29. 

With us, brethren, our birthday should be a 
day of thanksgiving, humiliation, reflection, and 
prayer. How happy are they, who, without com- 
plaining of their lot, have a blessed assurance that 
the day o£ their death is better than the day of 
their birth ! every returning birthday telling 
them " So much nearer your heavenly home." 

How dreadful, on the other hand, to know that 
every returning birthday brings you nearer and 
nearer a world where you have no hope, and after 
which you can have no desire ! 

The wretched infidel Voltaire used to say, ^* I 
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hate to live, and I am afraid to die ; '^ he used to 
wish he had never been bom. The excellent and 
pious Halyburton, on his dying bed, said, '' I shall 
shortly get a yery different sight of God from what 
I have ever had^ and I shall be made meet to praiee 
Him for ever and ever ; I wonder that I do not love 
Him more and admire Him s^ore. I long for His 
salvation; I bless His name that I have found 
Him^ and die rejoicing in Him. Blessed be God 
that I was bom. If there be such a glory in Hisr 
conduct to me now, what will it be to see the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne 1 Blessed be God that 
ever I was hmn ! " 

We have at the close of the chapter an affecting 
instance of the ingratitude of man. The chief 
butler was promoted at court, and, we read, *' Yet 
did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but ybr- 
gat him." Let us learn to " cease from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to 
be accounted of ?" 

It has been remarked that Joseph, in his hunuli'* 
ation, was numbered with the transgressors, one 
of whom was saved, and the other condemned. 
But that one of these, when Joseph said to him, 
*^ Remember me, when it shall be well with thee," 
forgat him ; the thief on the cross, when he said 
to Christ, " Remember me," was not forgotten. 
Nay, he was admitted into a joyful paradise that 
very night. 

We must reserve the story of Joseph's surpris- 



1 

I 



THE BLAMELESS FBISONER. 31 

ing advancement^ and conclude oar present sub- 
ject by suggesting, 

II. Some practical considerations, 

(1.) Long-continued trial and affliction is no 
proof of the anger of God. Rather is it a proof of 
His merciful adoption of us into His family. Mark 
how Joseph was exercised ! Cast into a pit, then 
sold as a slave, then thrown into a dungeon ; and 
kept there, month after month, year after year«. 
Ah! all that time Joseph was at school, under 
discipline ; learning in the storm of adversity how 
to bear the sunshine of prosperity. 

Let us learn to wait God's time, dear brethren ; 
to rest on His sure word of promise ; and, in all 
our afflictions, let us be assured that " all things 
work together for good to them that love God." 
He can turn the shadow of death into the morning. 
" At evening time, it shall be light." 

(2.) How vile and sinful is ingratitude ! We feel 
indignant that the chief butler should, after his 
promotion, forget the chaste and virtuous Joseph. 
And yet his obligations to the Hebrew youth were 
but slight. Joseph had simply foretold his deli* 
verance from prison. It was not in Joseph's power 
to move one step towards the attainment of it. 
But let us not too rashly censure the chief butler, 
lest we ignorantly pass sentence on ourselves. Our 
spiritual Joseph has not only foretold, but himsejf, 
by the sacrifice of his own blood, has wrought out 
our deliverance. " He himself bare our sins in his 
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own body on the tree." " By the grace of God, 
he tasted death for every man." And yet, alas, 
how unthankful have we too oflten proved ! how 
unmindful of His benefits. His cause. His kingdom. 
His people ! 

Keckon up, if you can, brethren, the mercies 
and loving-kindnesses of the Lord Jesus. Set them 
in order. Count them up — your temporal advan- 
tages and blessings, your spiritual privileges and 
prospects— and, I fear, that all of us, more or less, 
will have to write at the bottom of the list, this 
humiliating confession, " Yet have we not remem- 
bered Jesus, but we have forgotten Him."^ " God 
be merciful to us sinners." 



LECTURE IV. 



^ttiktt i^Kfeniifiit. 



AND PHARAOH SAID UNTO JOSEPH, SEE, I HAVE SET THEE 
OVER ALL THE LAND OF EOYPT. — GEN. XLI. 41. 



How sudden and how great were the changes 
in the eventful life of Joseph ! One day he was 
his father's favourite, arrayed in the coat of many 
colours ; the next, stripped, cast naked into a pit, 
threatened with death by starvation, and sold as a 
slave. One day found him at the head of Poti- 
phar's household ; the next, in prison, and laden 
with fetters of iron. 

On this occasion let us consider his sudden pre- 
ferment ; first, its leading circumstances, and then 
the lessons it suggests for our own edification and 
improvement. May God bless His own word to 
us, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

I. " Two full years " did Joseph wait, after he 
bad committed his case to the chief butler. He 
humbly relied on God's promise, but his confi- 
dence was sorely exercised. His liberation was 
not merely delayed, but seemed to become less 
probable, and the gloom thickened around him. 
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But at length " the word of the Lord came^" and 
commanded his deliverance. Was this a peculiar 
case? a strange trial? No, my brethren. It 
pleases God frequently to exercise the patience 
and faith of His children. In the very height of 
his usefulness St. Paul was confined in prison for 
two years imder Felix the governor. Acts xxiv. 
27. How strange must this dispensation have ap- 
peared at the time! And yet how wonderfully 
was that imprisonment overruled for good ! Who 
can estimate the benefits reaped by the church of 
God, from the epistles, dictated by the apostle, in 
that dungeon in Cesarea ? 

The sacred narrative tells us, that " Pharaoh 
dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. And, 
behold, there came up out of the river seven well- 
favoured kine and fat-fleshed; and they fed in a 
meadow. And, behold, seven other kine came up 
after them out of the river, ill-favoured and lean- 
fleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the 
brink of the river. And the ill-favoured and lean- 
fleshed kine did eat up the seven well-favoured 
and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept 
and dreamed the second time : and, behold, seven 
ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and 
good. And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted 
with the east wind sprung up after them. And 
the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and 
fuU ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it 
was a dream," Gen. xli. 1 — 7. 



SUDDEN PREFERMENT. 36 

None of his magicians or wise men could inter- 
pret the dreams. This increased the king's anxiety. 
^* Then the chief butler spake to Pharaoh ; I do 
remember my faults this day : Pharaoh was wroth 
with his servants, and put me in ward in the cap- 
tain of the guard's house, both me and the chief 
baker : and we dreamed a dream in one night, I 
and he ; we dreamed each man according to the 
interpretation of Kis dream. And there was there 
with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the 
captain of the guard ; and we told him, and he in- 
terpreted to us our dreams ; to each man according 
to his dream he did interpret. And it came to 
pass, as he interpreted unto us, so it was ; me he 
restored unto mine office, and him he hanged." 

" I do remember my faults this day," was the 
frank confession of the butler. His story was short 
and simple. Joseph is recommended to Pharaoh 
to interpret his dreams. God is at no loss for 
means whereby to effect His own purposes. H^. 
puts a dream into Pharaoh's mind ; He puts the 
remembrance of Joseph's skill into the butler^s 
mind; He puts the right interpretation of the 
dreams into Joseph's mind. And thus is Joseph 
suddenly promoted to be the ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. On the one hand, there was the 
anxious, terror-stricken monarch — ^his sleep broken 
by agitating dreams — ^magician after magician sum- 
moned before him, all in vain. No one could in- 
terpret the dreams. There was nothing but fear 
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and anxiety in the court. On the other hand^ you 
look into yon wretched dungeon. Night comes, 
and the Hebrew youth offers his fervent supplica- 
tions to the God of Israel. Perhaps, with sighs and 
tears, he prays that he may regain his Kberty. And 
yet he knows what God had said respecting him, 
and he calms his mind by the inward persuasion, 
that God's word must come to pass. Then, with a 
blessed consciousness that all is rightly ordered for 
him by the God of his fathers, he commits himself 
to rest ; and soon his wearied eyelids are locked in 
" kindly sleep." Morning comes ; and the light 
pours in upon him through the little window of 
his dungeon. He hears the bolt of his door 
hastily drawn back; footsteps are then heard, 
they are coming to his side of the prison-house. 
What means all this haste ? this expedition ? A mo- 
ment or two more, and the prisoner is called to 
stand in the presence of Pharaoh. The king's 
business was urgent. Scarcely was time allowed 
Joseph to '* shave himself, and change his rai- 
ment ;" and, with no little surprise, he finds him- 
self before Pharaoh. 

Without any preface the king goes to the point 
at once (ver. 16). " Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I 
have dreamed a dream, and theie is none that can 
interpret it, and I have heard say of thee, that thou 
canst understand a dream to interpret it." How 
modestly and wisely does Joseph speak ! '* It is 
not in mcy^ he says : God must give the interpret- 
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ation. What a hearty good wish does he express 
for Pharaoh and his government ! " God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace." 

We have just read the dreams which Pharaoh 
related. First, how the seven lean and ill-favoured 
kine devour the seven fat and well-favoured kine. 
Then how the seven ears of corn, thin, withered^ 
blasted with the east wind, devour the seven good 
ears. Such were the dreaias. By them God 
showed Pharaoh what he was about to do. On 
the spur of the moment Joseph is endued with 
singular wisdom, and is enabled to offer Pharaoh 
the very best advice. Gen. xli. 28 — 37. 

How completely did God fulfil His own promise, 
"As thy days, thy strength shall be!" Hot^ 
abundantly can He recompense His waiting 
people ! How entirely is His time the best time ! 

What a testimony does Pharaoh give to Joseph ! 
" Can we find such a man as this ? a man in whom 
the Spirit of God is ? " This, dear brethren, is the 
highest nobility ; and without this there can be no 
holiness here, no heaven hereafter. Brethren, is 
this blessedness yours ? Are you born again of the 
Spirit ? " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is NONE of his." 

What an honourable office was Joseph called to 
fulfil ! " Thou shalt be over my house, and accord- 
ing to thy word shall all my people be ruled ; onlj^ 
in the throne will I be greater than thou. See, I 
have set thee over all the land of Egypt." 
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And what marks of rojfal digniiy were put upon 
him. One hour changes his fetters of iron into 
chains of gold — ^his prison rags into fine linen — his 
stocks into a chariot — ^his dungeon into a palace 
— Fotiphar's slaye into Fotiphar's master. All 
Egypt cried before him^ " Bow the knee, bow the 
knee I " 

We thus behold Joseph suddenly preferred 
to the highest office in Egypt, next to the throne. 
There God builds up his &mily. He married the 
daughter of a prince, and had two sons bom to 
him, Manasseh and Ephraim. ^* And Joseph called 
the name of the first-bom, Manasseh : For God, said 
he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my 
&ther's house. And the name of the second called 
he Ephraim : For God hath caused me to be fruit- 
ful in the land of my affliction." The first name 
tells us of affliction removed ; the second, of afflic- 
tion sanctified. It is well and profitable thus to 
trace the dealings of God with us ; to set up our 
sereral Ebenezers, with this thankful memorial, 
'^ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." We may 
thus ^^ thank God " for the past, and '' take cour- 
age " for the fixture. 

And most wise and judicious was his adminis- 
tration of the kingdom ; '^ he went out throughout 
all the land of Egypt; and during the seven 
plenteous years, when the earth brought forth 
by handfiils, he laid up food in the cities, and 
gathered com, as the sand of the sea, very much. 
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izntil he left niunbering, for it was without num- 
ber." 

And when the seven years of plenteousness were 
ended, the seyen years of dearth began ; and when 
all the land of Egypt was famished, the people 
cried to Pharaoh for bread ; and he sent them to 
his treasurer : ^' Go unto Joseph, and what he saith 
unto you, do." 

II. Let us conclude with gathering up some les- 
sons for our own instruction. 

(1.) Man's extremity is God's opportunity. Jo- 
seph's case in prison seemed a very hopeless one. 
Many years had passed by, and, his cause never 
being tried, his innocence could not be cleared. 
He fully expected that the chief butler would in- 
tercede for him with Pharaoh. But God ordered 
it otherwise, to teach him, doubtless, to acknow- 
ledge his deliverance to be wholly the work of 
God from first to last; and that his promotion 
might be the means of saving his father's house- 
hold from starvation. Had Joseph been delivered 
from prison at an earlier period, he would proba- 
bly have returned to Canaan, his own land ; and 
thus every way he learned that God's plan was the 
best plan. His time the best time. Let that time 
arrive, and every difficulty shall vanish as chaff be- 
fore the wind. What strong consolation is it to 
the true believer, to know that his covenant-keep- 
ing, faithfrd God is almighty and all-sufficient, 
'^ able to succour and deliver," yea, " to do for 
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him exceeding abundantly above all that he can ask 
or think; " and that " in the mount," just at the 
very crisis, the very depth of his most urgent ex- 
tremity, *' the Lord will be seen," to his unspeak- 
able relief and comfort ! What a motive is all this 
to put our trust in God at all times, and in all cir- 
cumstances, as the Kock of our salvation ! 

f2.) In all this narrative, brethren, it is impossible 
not to trace one higher and greater than Joseph. 
Was Joseph humbled before he was exalted ? Was 
he first enslaved, and then most unjustly thrown 
into prison ? Our Joseph, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
" humbled himself," and " made himself of no re- 
putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men," and, when 
His hour was come, ^^ He died the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring us to God ; " He " be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross." Was Joseph's progress, after his prefer- 
ment to the court of Egypt, marked by increasing 
dignity and triumph ? Even so is it with our ador- 
able Emmanuel. Having triumphed over death, and 
*' ascended up on high, leading captivity captive," 
He has gone forth on His majestic undertaking, 
" conquering and to conquer." What thousands 
were converted by His effectual grace, in the early 
days of His church's faith and love. Within the 
last fifty years what glorious additions to the ex- 
tent of His empire have been made in the length 
and breadth of the world. How many on the 
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burning plains of Hindostan^ in ice-bound Labra- 
dor, in the islets of New Zealand, confess His 
name, love His word, and rejoice in the light of 
His countenance ! What openings for His truth 
present themselves in every quarter ! 

But what are these triumphs compared with the 
glories yet to be revealed at His second advent. 
Romanism, the *' man of sin," He " shall consume 
with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming." Infidelity shall then 
receive the most crushing of all demonstrations. 
" The Spirit of grace and of supplication shall bd 
poured upon the house of David and the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem, and they shall look," in penitent 
faith, " upon Him whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for Him," their long-rejected, 
but now glorified, Messiah. *' He shall sprinkle 
many nations." *^ All nations shall fall down be- 
fore Him, and all kings shall serve Him." ^^ He 
shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth." " All shall 
know Him, from the least unto the greatest." 
" There shall be one Lord, and His name one." 
Brethren, that shall indeed be the coronation day 
of our blessed Bedeemer, when He shall attract 
every eye, and employ every tongue, and fill every 
heart, in a ransomed. Christianized universe. Lord 
Jesus ! grant that I may be permitted to share iii 
Thy triumphs ! Mighty Saviour ! seal me, by 
Thy grace, as Thine own now, and may I be with 
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Thee where Thou art, to behold Thy glory for 
ever! 

Brethren, are we His loving, obedient people ? 
Then our course shall resemble His. " If -we 
suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him." 
^^ Our light affliction, which is for a moment, shall 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." To us, as to God's Israel of 
old, may that glowing promise be given, " Though 
ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the 
wings of a dove, covered with silver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold," Psal. Ixviii. 13. 

(S.) Is there^before God, in His house, a weary, 
heavy-laden transgressor ? one, who is at length 
convinced of the vanity of the world, the misery 
of sin, and his own personal danger, as hastening 
on to the great final day of account ? let me say to 
such an one, that now is the Lord Jesus exalted 
at God's right hand, as a Prince and a Saviour. 
To Joseph were the famishing multitudes from 
every country directed ; " Go unto Joseph, what 
he saith unto you, do," Gen. xli. 65. To the 
Lord Jesus are you directed. " Go unto Jesus." 
Go unto Him just as you are, naked, helpless, 
gtdlty, unworthy; go unto Him for ^^ wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption;" 
and you. shall experience a gracious welcome, a 
most free pardon ; and then, constrained by His 
love, let a grateful obedience characterize your 
every footstep in life. ^* What He saith unto you, 
do." Amen. Amen. 



LECTURE V. 

€|it ^BiM nf €msmxt. 

AND THET SAID ONB TO AMOTHBR, WE ABB TERILT OUILTT 
CONCERNING OIJR BROTHER, IN THAT WE SAW THE ANGUISH 
OF HIS SOUL, WHEN HE BESOUGHT US, AND WE WOULD NOT 
HEAR ; THEREFORE IS THIS DISTRESS COME UPON US. 

GEN. XLII. 21. 

We have seen, brethren, how wonderfully Jo- 
seph was raised to the pinnacle of earthly glory 
in Egypt ; how one short hour changed his prison 
into a palace ; his prison rags into vestures of fine 
linen ; his fetters of iron into chains of gold. With 
what wisdom was he endued when called to stand 
before Pharaoh ! How prudent was his adminis- 
tration of affairs during the seven years of plenty ! 
What multitudes resorted to him in the years of 
&mine! People from all countries, urged by a 
sense of want, at Pharaoh*s command, went to 
Joseph, and gladly submitted to his directions* 
But for the famine Joseph would not have been 
known or thought of. Until a sense of our guilt 
and misery, by nature and practice, is wrought 
into our souls, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
we shall never go to Jesus with real earnestness of 
soul. The broken and contrite heart He delights 
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to own and bless. " He is exalted as a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and 
remission of sins." Blessed be His name, we are 
invited to his footstool, just as we are, '* wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," 
to buy the wine and milk of His gospel, ^* without 
money and without price." 

May God bless us, whilst we proceed with our 
consideration of the history of Joseph, and enable 
us to gather rich instruction from it, for His dear 
Son's sake. Amen. 

I. Very grievous was the famine. It reached 
even to Canaan. Here was the finger of God. The 
Psalmist says, " He called for a famine upon the 
land ; He brake the whole staff of bread," Psal. cv. 
16. With what sovereignty and ease does He work ! 
All calamities are at His disposal. If He calls, 
they must obey Him. For " all power is His in 
heaven and in earth." There is not a planet in the 
sky, nor a pebble on the ground, that He did not 
create. The earthquake that rocks the globe ; the 
wave that rolls upon the bosom of the sea; the 
lightning that flashes forth from the dark, inky 
cloud ; the little bud that peeps out so green and 
fresh from the bough, are all obedient to their 
Maker. All things own His power, and more or 
less promote His glory. 

And " when Jacob saw that there was corn in 
Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons. Why do ye look 
one upon another ? " Holy Jacob suffers from the 
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famine^ as well as his wicked and unfeeling sons. 
For '* all things come alike to all." But to the 
humble servants of God, with this difference, that 
** all things work together for good to them that 
love God." *' And he said. Behold, I have heard 
that there is com in Egypt, get you down thither, 
and buy for us from thence, that we may live and 
not die.** And Joseph^s ten brethren went down 
to buy com in Egypt. Only Benjamin went not 
with them. His father kept him back, ^^ lest per» 
adventure mischief befall him." For Benjamin was 
his favourite son ; and Joseph, though out of sight, 
was not out of mind. More than twenty years had 
passed, and the wound in aged Jacob's heart was 
not yet healed. Accordingly, the ten brethren went 
down into Egypt. Multitudes flocked thither for 
corn ; Joseph's name was in everybody's mouth. 
All had, with humble obeisance, to make their 
petition to him before they could obtain any corn. 
" Joseph was the governor over the land." Nor 
was it a mere empty dignity ; his was no life of 
pleasure and self-indulgent ease. " He sold unto 
all the people of the land." He submitted cheer- 
fully to the most laborious service ; accounting it 
his highest honour and happiness to be useful to 
his fellow creatures. 

With the greatest lowliness, the Hebrew shep- 
herds humbled themselves before Joseph, He 
observed them, and instantly recollected them ; he 
saw them as he had been used to see them in his 
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father's house. But they "knew him not." He 
was not now the simple youth, whom they had 
sold as a slave. He appeared in a totally different 
position ; he spoke a different language, he wore 
a different dress from the envied " coat of many 
colours," he was invested with all the insignia of 
iiugesty as the ruler of Egypt Under no feeling 
of resentment, but, probably, in obedience to the 
special teaching of God, he " made himself strange 
unto them, and spake roughly to them; and he 
said unto them. Whence come ye ? and they said. 
From the land of Canaan, to buy food." 

He " remembered his dreams ;" their complete 
ftilfilment began to flash across his mind — the 
mystery of Providence began to unfold itself — and 
he accused them of being spies. " Ye are spies, 
to see the nakedness of the land are ye come. 
And they said unto him. Nay, my lord, but to buy 
food are thy servants come. We are all one man's 
sons; we are true men; thy servants are no 
spies." 

This was a very different tune from, " Behold, 
this dreamer cometh." How little can we teU 
what a day may bring forth ! How vain is it for 
" the potsherds of the earth to strive against their 
Maker ! " 

" And he said unto them. Nay, but to see the 
nakedness of the land ye are come. And they 
said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of 
one man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the 
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youngest is this day with our father, and one is 
noV^ What must have been Joseph's feelings, 
when he heard this, and especially the reference to 
himself^ *^ one is not." 

But he restrained himself, and said to them, 
^' That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are 
spies. Hereby ye shall be proved ; by the life of 
Pharaoh, ye shall not go forth hence, except your 
youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, 
and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be 
kept in prison, that your words may be proved, 
whether there be any truth in you ; or else, by the 
life of Pharaoh, surely ye are spies. And he put 
them all together into ward three days." 

They had cast him into a pit, and now he puts 
them all together into prison for three days. And 
yet with a very different spirit ; for with real ma- 
lice and wickedness they intended only his fall and 
death : he, under seeming harshness and rough- 
ness^ intended, not merely their welfare, but their 
pr6motion. 

On the third day, he comforts them with the as- 
surance, " This do, and live, for I fear God." 
You need not think I wiU do you any injury, 
for I fear One who is higher than the highest 
earthly sovereign, " to whom we must all give up 
our account." 

And he insisted that one of them should be kept 
in prison, whilst the others went home to fetch 
their younger brother. " If ye be true men, let 
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one of your brethren be bound in the house of your 
prison ; go ye, carry com for the famine of your 
houses ; but bring your youngest brother unto me, 
so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not 
die." 

Their distress now was exceedingly great. Con- 
science awoke, as a giant refreshed with wine. 
They recollected, with great horror, their cruelty 
to their brother, and acknowledged that they were 
now most justly punished. They said one to an* 
other, in the hearing of Joseph, little suspecting 
that he understood them all the time, ^* We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, 
and we would not hear ; therefore is this distress 
come upon us.** 

II. Our subject, dear brethren, thus teaches us 
some important lessons on the workings and power 
of conscience. 

Conscience is the voice of God in the soul of 
man ; an inward monitor to teach and guide us 
in the path of duty. It was, indeed, corrupted, 
weakened, and darkened at the fall ; so that it is 
not, in itself, a sufficient guide. A person may act 
according to his conscience^ and yet not, in God's 
esteem, act rightly. St. Paul, before he was con- 
verted, thought that he " ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.** Our 
Lord told his disciples, (John xvi. 2,) that " the 
time would come, that whosoever killed them. 
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would think that he did God service." It is there- 
fore our duty most earnestly to pray that our con- 
sciences may be enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
and directed by the word, " that we may know 
what things we ought to do, and also have grace 
and power faithfully to fulfil the same.'* 

But conscience is more than a guide ; it is a 
judge. It either accuses or excuses. It passes 
sentence, not only on our actions, but on our mo- 
tives. Its voice is the echo of God's command in 
heaven ; and of the sentence of Jesus from the 
great white throne at the last day. ^^ If our hearts 
'condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and 
knoweth all things." 

Brethren, we cannot but notice how long con- 
science slept in these brethren of Joseph. How 
callous, how insensible it was ! Notwithstanding 
the anguish of his soul, and his loud and bitter 
cries for pity, they cast him into a pit, that he 
might die from hunger ; and so Httle did they heed 
his sufiering, that we are told, *^ they sat down to 
eat bread," without the least concern. And when 
Judah proposed to sell him to the Midianitish mer- 
chants, instead of condemning themselves for their 
injustice and cruelty, we read that they were 
'^ content " — content to sell into slavery their own 
" flesh and blood ! " 

Mark, next, how they deceived their aged fa- 
ther. " They took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid 
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of the goats^ and dipped the coat in the blood : and 
they sent the coat of many colotirs and brought it 
to their father^ and said^ This have we found, know 
now whether it be thy son's coat or no. And he 
knew it, and said, It is my son's coat, an eVil beast 
hath devoured him : Joseph without doubt is rent 
in pieces." They see their father plunged into 
the deepest grief; and, with the most abominable 
hypocrisy, they " rose up to comfort him." He 
" refused to be comforted :" he said, " I will go 
down to the grave unto my son, mourning." They 
could see all this grief; they could behold an aged 
and pious parent, sitting from day to day, and from 
week to week, with *^ sackcloth upon his loins," 
in the deepest agony of spirit, and yet not one all 
this time repented of his wickednesis ; not one re- 
lieved the patriarch's mind, by the assurance that 
Joseph was yet alive, and residing in Egypt. 
Where was conscience all this time ? Had it no 
voice ? Year after year passed by. Joseph was se- 
venteen when cast into the pit and sold into Egypt, 
Gen. xxxvii. 2. He was thirty when he was called 
to stand before Pharaoh. Here then were thirteen 
years, in all which time Jacob did not receive the 
slightest hint about his beloved Joseph. Then 
there were seven years of plenty, and yet not a 
word from these brethren about Joseph. Twenty 
years thus passed away. Further, when Joseph 
made himself known to his brethren, and sent that 
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affectionate message to his father^ to come down to 
him to Egypt, he says^ (and he mentions it as a 
strong reason for the aged patriarch to undertake so 
long a journey,) " There are yet Jtoe years of fa- 
mine ; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou 
hast, come to poverty," Gen. xlv. 11., Thiswoidd 
add two years more, and makes in all twenty-two 
yearly during all which time these ten brethren 
went on in heartless indifference, either to their 
own awful crime, or their father's feelings. And 
it was not till they were brought into suffering 
themselves, that they read their own crime in their 
just punishment.* 

Ay, their conscience slept long, but it awoke at 
last. Then they began to fear and tremble. Their 
very heart seemed to fail them. They saw their 
guilt, they trembled under the wrath of God. 
" We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he be- 
sought us, and we would not hear ; therefore is 
this distress come upon us." Conscience shall 
make the stout-hearted sinner bend and hear sooner 
or later. Belskazzar, in the midst of his joUity, 
when he saw the hand- writing upon the wall, was 
greatly troubled, and his *' countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 



• Vide Simeon on this passage. 
e2 
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one against the other," Dan. v. 5, 6, 9. So great 
are the terrors of a guilty conscience. It can shake 
to pieces the monarch of a hundred provinces. 

Brethren, never trifle with conscience. Be 
watchful ; be anxious to keep a tender, clean, un- 
spotted conscience, " void of offence towards God 
and towards men." Every day is a new leaf in 
the book, and on its page is stamped and engraved 
our every action. All our thoughts, motives, 
principles, feelings, words, however secret, are 
written in that book. What an awftd day will 
that be when the book shall be opened, every leaf 
turned over, and every man's conscience " laid bare 
and naked in that terrible light which has no sha- 
dow, before that great white throne where there 
be no forgiveness, and from which there can be no 
appeal." 

In conclusion, dear brethren, let me entreat you 
to seek most earnestly the grace and teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. Let this be your prayer, ^* Cre- 
ate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me." " Only acknowledge your 
iniquity, that you have transgressed against the 
Lord your God." Conscious of your own unwor- 
thiness and helplessness, go to the Lord Jesus, 
and, by faith, get His most precious blood sprink- 
led upon your conscience. You shall thus be 
filled with "joy and peace in believing." In 
approaching the footstool of His grace, make a full 
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and free confession of all before Him ; keep no- 
thing back; no sin, however polluting; no lust, 
however strong; no infirmity, however humiliat- 
ing ; palliate nothing, excuse nothing : let David's 
resolution be yours — " I said, I wiU confess iny 
transgressions unto the Lord ;" and David's happy 
experience shall be yours also — " Thou forgavest 
the iniquity of my sin." Psal. xxxii. 6. 

And, having come to Jesus, by faith abide in 
Him. ** Without Him, ye can do nothing." He 
is not only youi* Righteousness, but your Strength, 
Isa. xlv. 2^. Day by day, open the word of God 
in your secret retirement, and with all filial re- 
verence, hear Him speaking to your very soul. 
Realize, day by day, the fact, if only for five 
minutes at a time, and let it spread a sweet and 
holy stillness over your spirit, — " I am now in the 
presence of my Father and my God." Be real in 
communion with the Lord. Struggle, if need be, 
with a holy vehemence, to feel your nearness to 
God. Regard prayer not merely as a necessity, 
not merely as a duty, but as your highest, dearest 
privilege. Consult the wiU of God, and obey His 
blessed directions in all things. Pour out your 
hearts before Him, and He will guide you into 
all truth, to your unspeakable consolation. By 
His grace, maintain this close, calm, holy, humble^ 
joyful walk before God, and your soul shall be 
bathed in the Ught of heaven; it shall sparkle 



54 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

under his approving smile ; you shall be adorned 
with spiritual joy and beauty ; and you shall know 
and feel, in your innermost spirit, that God, God 
in Christ, God as an erer-present Portion, God a 
majestic, sympathizing Friend, is your own God 
for ever and ever. Amen. Amen. 



LECTUEE VI. 



€^ l09tt[ (D^ntmt. 



AMD JACOB THEIR FATHER SAID UNTO THEM, ME HAVE YE BE- 
REAVED OF MY CHILDREN : JOSEPH IS NOT, AND SIMEON IS 
NOT, AND YE WILL TAKE BENJAMIN AWAY : ALL THESE THINGS 
ARB AGAINST ME. — GEN. XLII. 36. 



We have considered the working and power of 
conscience in Joseph's brethren. As they stood 
trembling before him^ and little suspecting that he 
perfectly understood every word they uttered, and 
when there seemed to be nothing to lead them to 
think of Joseph, they said one to another, " We 
are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought 
us, and we would not hear ; therefore is this dis- 
tress come upon us." 

Yes, brethren, great indeed is the power of con- 
science. It is a bosom friend, or a bosom fury ; 
the voice of God in the soul of man. His tribu- 
nal in a man's heart, " the quarter sessions before 
the grand assize." And, as in the case under con- 
sideration, it may sleep, but it is not dead. The 
winter-frozen serpent may seem lifeless, but it is 
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only benumbed : bring it to the fire, it will feel, 
and uncoil itself, and sting. However conscience 
may be bribed or stupified here, it will waken up 
with a terrific energy hereafter, the ^^ worm that 
never dies, the fire that never shall be quenched." 

We proceed, brethren, with our narrative. May 
God bless His own truth to all our souls, for His 
dear Son's sake. 

I. It must have been a very afifecting occasion, 
when these brethren so freely confessed their guilt* 
" They knew not that he understood them ; for 
he spake unto them by an interpreter." With all 
his apparent severity, Joseph could not bear it; 
he hastily withdrew from them and " wept.** He 
yearned over them with tender affection, and longed 
to reveal himself unto them. It is even thus with 
our God. When he rebukes us it is in love ; when 
he chastens, he desires only our welfare. 



it 



Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face." 



" Is Ephraim my dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? 
for since I spake against him, I do earnestly re- 
member him still ; therefore my bowels are trou- 
bled for him ; I will surely have mercy upon him, 
saith the Lord,'* Jer. xxxi. 20. He is ^* far more 
ready to hear, than we are to pray.*' 

But, as Joseph's design was not yet complete, 
on returning to his brethren he put on his former 
harshness and severity, and he " took from them 
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Simeon and bound him before their eyes." Simeon 
had been one of the murderers of the Shechemites, 
(Gen. xxxiv. 25,) and was of a hardy and daring 
spirit* Perhaps Joseph saw that he was affected 
with his guilt less than his brethren, and therefore 
he inflicted this additional chastisement upon him. 
Simeon is thus kept in prison as a pledge for their 
return with Benjamin. 

And how generously were the rest dismissed ! 
Their sacks (ver. 26) were filled with corn; 
their money was returned in fiill weight; and 
" provision was given them for the way." Bre- 
thren, in Jesus there is all fulness. His grace is an 
ample supply for every spiritual need. He gives 
largely, like a prince, not according to our need, 
nor His own promise, but according to the infinite 
riches of His majesty. And His mercies are 
" without money, without price ;" and this is well, 
for us, for we are bankrupt sinners, we have no- 
thing to pay. And He gives us " provision for 
the way," even strength for our wilderness journey, 
daily grace for daily emergency and daily duty* 
Oh may we honour Him by an unreserved confi- 
dence in Him ! 

On the journey this kindness of Joseph was dis- 
covered. " As one of them opened his sack to 
give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his 
money, for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth." 
My money is restored, and, lo ! it is even in my 
sack. ^' And their heart failed them, and they were 
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afraid^ saying one to another. What is this that 
God hath done unto us ? " 

After a time, they found themselres at home 
again, and they report every thing to their father ; 
the distress they had been in, how they had been 
taken for spies, suspected and threatened, how 
they had been obliged to leave Simeon behind a 
prisoner, until they should return with Benjamin. 

" And," continues the sacred narrative, " it 
came to pass, as they emptied their sacks, that, 
behold, every man's bundle of money was in his 
sack ; and when both they and their father saw 
the bundles of money, they were afraid." It was 
a very strange thing; certainly not an unkind 
thing, to have their money given back again to them 
— and yet it was wonderful. Every Hebrew was 
an abomination to the Egyptians. They had been 
treated as spies by the " lord of the country.** 
Had they been robbed of their money, it had not 
been strange; but to have it returned in fiill 
weight, this was a knot they could not untie. It 
only added to the confusion of their guilty con- 
sciences. 

Poor Jacob is sorely tried by all this perplexity 
and distress. " Me have ye bereaved of my chil- 
dren ; Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take Benjamin away: all these things are 
against me." This, brethren, was but a very hasty 
opinion — a very ill-founded conclusion. Had Ja- 
cob followed the Lord for so many years ; had he 
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been watched over day by day, and step by step ; 
and did he now really believe that God had for- 
saken him at last ? that all His dispensations wei'e 
against him ? " Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou so 
regardest him ? " 

A very hasty opinion, indeed ! " Me have ye 
bereaved of my children ; Joseph is not," — yes, 
Jacob, he is ; and not only alive, but arrayed in 
vestures of fine linen, with a gold chain round his 
neck ; he is ridiag in the second chariot of Egypt, 
— '* and Simeon is not," — yes, Jacob, you are mis- 
taken again, he is, and only detained for a short 
season in his brother's house, — " and ye will take 
Benjamin away ;" but not to be injured, but ex- 
alted and honoured ; and he shall bring that mes- 
sage, which shall bind up your bleeding heart and 
restore your long-lost son to your bosom again. 
^* All these things are against me." No, Jacob, 
they are all working together for your real wel- 
fare ; the salvation of yourself and family from the 
horrors of famine. 

It is easy for us, who know the whole history, 
to prove how every thing which Jacob repined 
under, was really a subject for thanksgiving and 
praise. It is easy for us to say how Jacob should 
have acted in his peculiar trying circumstances. 
It is more easy for us to censure his unbelief, than 
to trust God ourselves in our own difficulties and 
trials. Far too ready are we, in the hour of deep 
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affliction^ hastily to conclude, ^^ God hath forgotten 
to be gracious. He hath shut up His loving-kind- 
ness in displeasure." " All these things are 
against me.** Far too ready are we to indulge in 
murmuring complaints, and so " charge God fool- 
ishly ;" and to give way to desponding fears. ^^ I 
shall one day perish by the hand of Saul." Oh ! 
if some bright angel could stand by us at such 
moments of sorrow and anguish, and show us the 
whole of those providential arrangements, of which 
we now only see a part, (and that very " darkly,") 
— could some angel, for an instant, lift up the veil, 
and reveal to us the noon-tide glory of the next 
world, to which, through the " clouds and dark- 
ness " of this world, we are hastening, and for 
which we are preparing ; how easily might we be 
convinced that, instead of " all things being against 
us," they are " all working together for our good ! " 
how thankfully should we resign ourselves into 
the hands of infinite wisdom, tenderness, and 
love. 

Let us, brethren, in conclusion, 

II. Inquire into this subject a little, and en- 
deavour to learn some profitable lessons. 

How is it, that even humble believers, who have 
had sweet experience of the Lord's mercy and love, 
and who know that " His ways are truth and grace 
to those who keep His testimonies," are so apt to 
conclude, in their affliction, '^ all these things are 
against me ? " How is all this ? 
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It is not easy for us to say what is agaiast us or 
for us. *^ Who knoweth what is good for a man 
in this life ? " We do not know ourselves, and we 
cannot tell how we shall feel or act in another 
situation or position. 

Lot thought himself very prudent, no doubt, 
when he chose the well-watered vale of Sodom ; 
little imagining the sorrow and misery he was thus 
bringing upon himself. Hazael drew back in hor- 
ror, when he only thought of wickedness which 
afterwards, in another, a public situation, he really 
committed. Ruth lost her husband, and was 
brought so low that she had to go gleaning ; all 
seemed against her. In that field she met Boaz, 
was raised up to circumstances of comfort and 
affluence, and became an ancestor of the Messiah. 
A man wished to sail in a particular ship ; he had 
arranged all his places accordingly: he comes down 
to the port, and, to his extreme disappointment and 
vexation, he hears that the ship had just sailed. 
Perhaps he goes away muttering, " All these things 
are against me." The next day the ship was 
wrecked, all hands perished ; and how quickly is 
his anguish turned into joy ! So frail are we, that 
we cannot distinguish between appearances and 
realities ; we know not what is for our real good. 

Too often we judge wrongly, because we prefer 
ease and self-indulgence to our spiritual advantage ; 
too often we are carnal, and '^ walk as men," not as 
saints. If our path, being hedged up, keep us from 
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going astray — ^if the sickness of the body works 
the health of the soul — if the breaking the earthly 
cistern leads us to the Divine fountain-head of 
consolation and peace — then these afflictions are 
not " against us," but for us ; our best fiiends ; 
blessings in disguise. 

Moreover, we judge wrongly, because we judge 
before the time. In the erection of a noble build- 
ing, how can you rightly judge of the whole effect 
and appearance merely from the foundations, or a 
part of a wall, or the commencement of the win- 
dows ? The end will crown all, and explain all. 
On earth, God's work is in progress ; in heaven, 
it is complete. Here we are at school, under dis- 
cipline ; there we shall be at home, in our Father's 
house. The rod of correction shall be changed 
into a palm of victory ; anxious conflict into satis- 
fied bliss. 

Dear brethren in Jesus, your way may be strait 
and narrow, but it is the way of holiness, happi- 
ness, peace, glory. Martyrs have trodden it be- 
fore you ; the Saviour Himself led the way. He 
suffered, and now He reigns. You, who are His 
believing, humble people, shall suffer here, but 
you shall reign hereafter. Now you must " walk 
by faith;" then shall you triumph in the fuU 
fruition of celestial vision. 

Let me recommend you, however dark and 
mysterious God's dealings may be with you, to 
wait patiently His time, knowing well that all 
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things are ordered by infinite wisdom; to rest 
wholly on His promises^ assured that His counsels 
of old are faithfulness and truth ; and, in spite of 
seeming contradictions and cross providences^ to 
hope against hope, in the ftdl belief that you are 
in the hands of almighty power and most tender 
love. Thus shall you be kept in perfect peace, 
for your mind shall be stayed upon the Rock of 
Ages. The Lord of hosts is with you, the God 
of Jacob is your refuge. 

It will be but a Kttle while, and you shall enter 
into your rest. A little while, and you shall enter 
by the gates into the heavenly Jerusalem. " Goodly 
may be the tents of Jacob, and the tabernacles of 
Israel;" but what are they compared with the 
prospect from Fisgah ? Rejoice, then, in this ani- 
mating prospect. You shall soon cross the Jor- 
dan, and enter into your rest. Paradise will soon 
open its portals before you. Death is the mes- 
senger that will carry you thither. 

Oh ! what an unspeakable privilege it is to be a 
true Christian ! to walk with Jesus, in faith and 
love ; guided, comforted, sanctified by Him ; our 
hand in His hand, our eye fixed upon His cross, 
our heart longing for His crown. And then, when 
life's warfare is accomplished, and our course run ; 
when " the tide of hfe has reached its lowest ebb ;" 
when the farewell sc'ene with weeping friends is 
over ; when " heart and flesh fail," and eternity 
opens before us; then, brethren, to pass in humble 
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ecstasy from our death-bed to oiir throne — " ab- 
sent from the body, present with the Lord :" — 
brethren, who is there that will not pray, " Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like his ! " 



LECTURE VII. 

30&t|stmint9 Staling. 

AND THB MBN MABTELLBD ONB AT ANOTHBB. OEN. XLIII. 33. 

We left the aged patriaxch Jacob in the lowest 
depths of affliction. '* Me have ye bereaved of 
my children ; Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, 
and ye will take Benjamin away ; all these things 
are against me.** We remarked how hasty was 
this opinion; how ill-founded this conclusion. 
Joseph — ^why, he was riding in the second chariot 
in Egypt: Simeon — ^he was detained only for a 
short season in his brother's house : Benjamin — 
he only was leaving his father, to bring every thing, 
in God's wonder-working providence, to a favour- 
able issue. And all these things, so far from being 
against him, were " all working together " for the 
welfare of himself and his family. Oh! let us 
learn to put our trust wholly in God. He is our 
Rock and -Refuge ; His work is perfect. His wis- 
dom is infinite. '^ As is His majesty, so is His 
mercy." ** Clouds and darkness may be round 
about Him ; judgment and righteousness are the 
habitation of His throne." 
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May God pour out his blessing upon us, in the 
consideration of this interesting subject, for His 
dear Son's sake. 

I. At first Jacob seemed quite resolved that 
Benjamin should not go down into Egypt. '^ My 
son shall not go down with you : for his brother 
is dead, and he is left alone ; if mischief befall him 
by the way in which ye go, then shall ye bring 
down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave." 

Perhaps, after the loss of Rachel, and his long 
separation from Joseph, he set his heart too much 
upon Benjamin. His faith was sorely exercised, 
and his realization of the love of God but slender. 
For a moment he seemed unmindful that God was 
his ^^ exceeding joy." He thought that nothing 
could supply the place of Benjamin. 

But affliction, in his heavenly Father's hand, 
taught him a different lesson. Famine is a stem 
and rough monitor. It was ^^ sore in the land;" 
" the com which they had brought out of Egypt 
was eaten ;" and death threatened the whole fa- 
mily. 

They had gone to Joseph for com, and it was 
consumed ; and now they must go again to him, 
or they must perish. They must go to Joseph 
again and again for bread. It is thus with our 
souls. Jesus, our spiritual Joseph, has all ftdness ; 
to Him we must repair for pardon, grace, strength, 
consolation. And we must go to Him again and 
again. We are poor, needy creatures. Every day 
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brings its duties and its trials. Every day finds us 
weak and helpless. Eyery day should find us at 
the cross, looking up to Jesus^ the '^ Author and 
the Finisher of our Mth.'' 

" Go again/' says the patriarch, "buy us a 
little food." For " little will satisfy nature ; less 
will satisfy grace; nothing will satisfy a proud 
heart." 

'^ And Judah spake unto him, saying. The man 
did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not 
see my face, except your brother be with you. If 
thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go 
down and buy thee food. Sut if thou wilt not 
send him, we will not go down, for the man siaid 
nnto us. Ye shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you ! And Israel said. Where- 
fore dealt ye so iU with me, as to tell the man 
whether ye had yet a brother ? " His trouble made 
him blame them rather unreasonably. " And they 
said. The wan" (Uttie suspecting who it was) 
*^ asked us straitiy," with great particularity, " of 
our state and of our kindred," who, and what we 
were, " saying. Is your father yet alive ? have ye 
another brother ? And we told him according to the 
tenor of these words; could we certainly know 
that he would say. Bring your brother down ? " 

" And Judah," who appears to have had more 
weight with his father than Reuben or the rest, 
" said unto Israel his father. Send the lad with 
me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and 

F 2 
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not die ; both we, and thou, and also onr little 
ones. I will be surety for him ; of my hand shalt 
thou require him ; if I bring him not unto thee, 
and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame 
for ever." Dear brethren, there is but One who 
could truly say all this for another; even One, 
who has condescended to take our place, and to 
bear our sins : Jesus is our blessed and mercifxil 
Surety, our Brother, our Redeemer, our Lord. 
" For except we had lingered, surely now we had 
returned this second time." Are we not too often 
lingering in our going to Jesus ? Do we not lose 
much, very much by it ? Might we not obtain the 
richest supplies of grace from Jesus, which we lose 
by our " lingering " to ask for them ? Ah ! we put 
religion and the concerns of our soul off to a 
^' more convenient season." But time does not 
linger, death does not linger, judgment does not 
linger. " Awake " — " awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
Ught." 

Jacob is at length persuaded to part with Ben- 
jamin. Constancy is a virtue, obstinacy is not. 
" If it must be so now, do this ; take of the best 
fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down 
the man a present ; a little balm," from Gilead, " a 
little honey," or sweet syrup from the palm tree, 
" spices and myrrh, nuts and almonds," articles 
whichremained notwithstanding the famine. " And 
take double money in your hand," for the com 
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was likely to be higher in price, " and the money 
that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, 
carry it again in your hand," for we never lose 
any thing by being upright and honest ; " perad- 
venture," says the aged patriarch, *' it was an over- 
sight." What a happiness is it for us, brethren, 
tluit we may go to our Joseph empty-handed ! we 
have no present to make Him, but that of our vile 
and sinful selves. God, our Sovereign and Father, 
says, ** My son, give me thy heart." Oh let us 
answer, 

** Take my poor heart, just as it is, 

Set up therein Thy throne ; 
So shall I loye Thee above all, 

And live to Thee alone." 

'* Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto 
the man: and God Almighty give you mercy 
before the man ;" for all hearts are in His hand, 
at His disposal, and Jacob had learned this by 
experience, in the case of his brother Esau. If 
we would prevail with men in the way of favour, 
we must prevail with God in the way of prayer. 
" That he may send away your other brother and 
Benjamin : if I be bereaved of my children, I am 
bereaved." Here, brethren, the eye of his faith 
brightens up ; with trembling resignation he says, 
" If I be bereaved of my children, I am be- 
reaved." How different this from the almost 
passionate expression, '^All these things are 
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against me !" His affliction^ " though not joyous, 
but grievous, yielded the precious fruits " of an 
unreserred resignation to the will of God. It was 
a severe struggle before he could give up Benja- 
min, but at length he is enabled entirely to sur- 
render himself to the Divine disposal. '^ If I be 
bereaved, I am bereaved." 

A noble lady was called, in the providence of 
God, to lose her eldest son under the most distress- 
ing circumstances. He was executed for commit- 
ting murder. What would a mother's tender heart 
feel in such a trial ! In a letter to an eminent min- 
ister, she thus writes : " I needed to be severely 
chastised and humbled. Gracious is the Lord in 
all His doings towards His creatures. His long 
forbearance and patience astonish me. He is not 
only just, but merciful even in judgment. Glory 
be to His adorable name. He put a song into my 
mouth, that I might glorify Him in the fiimace. I 
can truly say, that, instead of daring to murmur, 
any one moment, during this afflictive dispensation, 
I have been constrained to admire the patience of 
our adorable God and Saviour."* 

Whilst Cameron was in prison for the word of 
God, the bleeding head of his martyred son was 
brought to him by his hard and unfeeling perse- 
cutors. In the most scornful manner he was asked 
if he recognised it. " I know it, I know it," said 

• Lady Mary Fitzgerald. Venn's Life, p. 401. 
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he, as he kissed the mangled forehead of his fair- 
haired son ; " I know it. It is my son, my own 
dear son. Good is the wiU of the Lord ; He can- 
not wrong me or mine. He hath made goodness 
and naercy to follow me all my days." 

Brethren, these are the triumphs of true religion, 
vital Christianity. Oh, seek to experience the 
power of the grace of Grod in your inmost souls ! 

But we must not forget that we are meditating 
on the history of Joseph. 

A second time his brethren went down to Egypt. 
Benjamin went with them. They stood before Jo- 
seph. He receiyed them with the greatest kind- 
ness. He invites them to dine with him at noon 
(verse 16). This most unexpected treatment fills 
them with anxiety. They inquire for an explan- 
ation of the steward of the house. He speaks to 
them in the most encouraging manner — " Peace 
be to you, fear not ; your God and the God of your 
father hath given you treasure in your sacks, I had 
your money." 

We may hope that Joseph's good instructions 
had been blessed in the conversion of this heathen 
steward. Masters are responsible for their influ- 
ence over their servants, to employ it for their 
highest interests. Not only does St. Paul charge 
them to " give unto their servants that which is 
just and equal," but to " continue in prayer," with 
and for them, and to " watch in the same with 
thanksgiving," Col. iv. 1, 2. 
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And surely this steward famishes^ in his con- 
duct to the trembling brethren of Joseph^ a beauti- 
ful lesson to the ministers of the gospel. Our duty 
and happiness it is to inyite weary sinners to the 
free banquet — the glorious feast provided for them 
by the Saviour. " We beseech you in His stead, 
be ye reconciled unto God." We have no mes- 
sage of wrath for those who are seeking Jesus. 
No ; we may say to you^ in the i^est assurance, 
" Peace be unto you, fear not ; your God and the 
God of your fathers has given you " the richest 
^^ treasures " of consolation and gladness in His 
own word. Oh that when our Joseph invites us 
to His royal bounty, we might have many of you 
thronging to His house — many whom we might 
present to Jesus when He " comes in to see the 
guests." 

With what humility did they offer their present 
to Joseph, and ^^ bow themselves before him to 
the earth ! " Most kindly did he receive them. 
Most affectionately did he inquire after their wel- 
fare and that of their dear father. " Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is he yet 
alive ? " And they answered, '^ Thy servant our 
father is in good health, he is yet alive. And 
they bowed down their heads," thus fulfilling Jo- 
seph's second dream, " and [made obeisance." 
Every word of God is true. It will receive a most 
accurate and complete accomplishment. '^ Heaven 
and earth may pass away, but one jot or one tittle 
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shall in no ^wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
fiUed.*' 

But when he saw his younger brother, Benjamin, 
his feelings were strongly excited, ^^ he made 
haste," lest he should be overpowered in public, 
'^ for his bowels did yearn upon his brother, and 
he sought where to weep ; and he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there." 

Putting a restraint, however, upon his feelings, 
he returned to his guests, and commanded the feast 
to be brought on. On account of his high station 
he sat by himself at one table. At a table before 
him sat his brethren, '^ the firstborn according to 
his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
youth," being so placed by Joseph's particular 
direction. The Egyptians sat along the sides of 
the room. They dl feasted together ; the prefer- 
ence being given to the brethren; and specially 
to Benjamin. For if, according to Egyptian cus- 
tom, (as an ancient writer* tells us,) twice as much 
was set before the king as before any one else, what 
an honour was put upon Benjamin, when, not a 
double quantity, but ^* five times " as much was 
sent to him as to any of the others. 

We are told by the sacred historian, that the 
men " marvelled one at another." Perhaps they 
were struck with wonder at their kind and gra- 
cious welcome to Joseph's house ; nay, more, to 

* Herodotus. 
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Joseph's table. How surprising that they^ who 
had been so roughly handled, suspected as spies, 
put into ward three days, threatened with death, 
one of them detained as hostage^ should now find 
themselves at a royal banquet with the lord high 
treasurer of Egypt. 

And the perfect knowledge displayed, too, wotild 
surprise them. Some of them were very nearly of 
an age ; and yet all were placed in proper order. 
Well might they " marvel one at another.'* 

Brethren, the penitent sinner is £Qed with over- 
whelming surprise at the welcome he receives 
from Jesus. Oh I how sweet, after deep and power- 
ful convictions of sinfulness, the ploughshare of 
the law driven through and through our con- 
sciences, we, thinking of nothing less than deserved 
condemnation and ruin, to find in Jesus not only a 
Prince, but a Saviour ; one who rejoices to heal 
the broken in heart ; who invites us to his table, 
and bestows upon us the choicest mercies, " bring- 
ing us into his banqueting-house, and his banner 
over us is love." We feel very much what the 
queen of Sheba experienced at the court of Solo- 
mon, " It was a true report which I heard in mine 
own land of thine acts and thy wisdom. Howbeit, 
I believed not the words until I came, and mine 
eyes had seen it, and, behold, the halfwBs not told 
me," 1 Kings x. 6, 7. In the service of the 
world, we find only bitter disappointment, " it is 
vanity and vexation of spirit." But in the favour 
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and service of Jesus we find perfect peace, sub- 
staxxtial happiness, a "joy which the worldling 
stranger knows nothing of." " In keeping^ His 
commandments there is great reward." How won- 
derful, moreover, is the knowledge which Christ 
displays! adapting His dispensations to our va- 
rious characters; appointing for us exactly that 
peculiar discipline which shall most effectually 
conform us to His will, and prepare us for His 
glory. 

II. Two remarks, brethren, must close this sub- 
ject. 

(1.) What a chequered scene is human life ! 
Look at Joseph — once the stripling slave, sold 
into Egypt ; then, after long and humbling trial, 
exalted to a seat next the throne. Look at his 
brethren — once filled with anxiety and fear ; then 
relieved and comforted. At one season pinched 
with famine in Canaan; then feasting with the 
viceroy of Egypt. 

It is so in spiritual things. How often are the 
people of God in a state of alternation between 
hope and fear 1 Now in the valley, then in the 
mount ; now sorrowful, then rejoicing ; now in the 
very thick of the battle, then shouting the song of 
conquest — ^^ Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect ? If God be for us, who can be 
against us ? " 

All this should endear to us the thoughts of 
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home. There is a rest in glory for the people of 
God. And there, if found in Jesus, " vrithout spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing, we shall '^ reap no- 
thing but bliss ; we shall know nothing but truth ; 
we shall feel nothing but love ; we shall do nothing 
biit righteousness.'** 

" How happy 
The holy spirits who wander there, 

*Mid flowers that neyer shall fade or fall ! 
Though mine were the gardens of earth and sea. 
Though the stars themselves had flowers for me, 

One blossom of heaven outblooms them all 1 

Go ! wing thy flight from star to star. 
From world to luminous world, as far 

As the universe spreads its flaming ball ; 
Take all the pleasures of all the spheres, 
And multiply each through endless years. 

One minute of heaven is worth them all ! ** 

May God give to each of us an '^ abundant en- 
trance " into that glorious kingdom ! How shall 
we there *' marvel one at another !*' with what 
transport shall we sing the *^ song of Moses and 
the Lamb!" ** He hath led me forth by the right 
way, that He might bring me to a city of habita- 
tion." 

(2.) Lasdy, contemplate Joseph — ^the poor slave, 
raised up from the dungeon, exalted to the right 

* Gumming. 
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Land of Pharaoh^ spreading a magnificent banquet^ 
inviting his own brethren to the feast, placing 
them in the post of dignity before him, seating the 
Egyptians next in honour beside him. 

Behold Jesus, " made a little lower than the 
angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour." Behold Him, coming in his 
glory, to reign in his millennial kingdom, mani- 
festing himself to his penitent brethren " after 
the flesh," the Jews^ on Mount Olivet; bestow- 
ing upon them pre-eminent dignity and favour \ 
admitting the Gentiles as partakers in their bliss. 
Himself uniting them all in one ; the Maker, the 
Monarch, the Saviour of all. 



" Behold the measure of the promise filled ! 

See Salem built, the labour of a God ! 

Bright as a sun the sacred city shines. 

All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 

Flock to that light : the glory of all lands 

Flows into her : unbounded is her joy, 

And endless her increase. 

Praise is in all her gates ; upon her walls. 

And in her streets, and in her spacious courts. 

Is heard salvation. Eastern Java there 

Kneels with the native of the farthest West. 

And Ethiopia spreads abroad her hands 

And worships. Her report has travelled forth 

Into all lands. From every clime they come 

To see thy beauty and to share thy joy, 

O Zion ! an assembly such as earth 

Saw never, such as heaven stoops down to see.'* 
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Dear brethren, what a glorious prospect this ! 
May we have our happy portion therein. Be this 
our earnest endeavour, our most anxious prayer. 
" Even so come. Lord Jesus, come quickly." 



LECTURE VIII. 
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THY SERVANT BECAME SURETY FOR THE LAD UNTO MY FATHER, 
SAYING, IF I BRING HIM NOT UNTO THEE, THEN I SHALL 
BEAR THE BLAME TO MY FATHER FOR EVER. GEN. XLIY. 32. 



Wb have considered the mysterious dealings of 
Josepli with his brethren ; and we left them feast- 
ing together ; anxiety and hardship all forgotten 
in the pleasure of the banquet : " They drank and 
were merry with him." 

Tlieir probation, however, was not yet quite 
complete. Joseph required yet further proofs of 
their repentance, and of their dutiful regard to 
their aged father. Let us examine this portion of 
the history on the present occasion. May God 
bless our meditation with the sanctifying grace of 
his Holy Spirit, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

I. After he had thus entertained his brethren, 
and they had retired for the night, Joseph com- 
manded his steward, " Fill the men's sacks with 
food, as much as they can carry." Joseph put no 
limit to his bounty but the size of the sacks, and 
the ability of his brethren to carry them. Had the 



80 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 

sacks been twice as large, still would Joseph liaye 
said, ^^ Fill the sacks with food, as much as they 
can cany." Brethren, we are never straitened in 
Jesus. His " arm is not shortened that it cannot 
save, neither is His ear heavy that it cannot hear." 
Oh let us not be straitened in ourselves. Before 
we engage in prayer, let us endeavour to realize 
the encouraging precept and promise, " Open thy 
mouth wide, and I will fill it." Let us remember, 
that 

" We are coming to a King, 
Large petitions let us bring ; — 
For His grace and power are such. 
None can ever ask too much." 

" And," continues Joseph to his steward, " put 
every man's money in his sack's mouth, and put 
my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the 
youngest, and his corn money." 

By morning light the men departed. They had 
scarcely gone out of the city, where Joseph resided, 
when they were pursued and arrested. They were 
taken up on the suspicion of having stolen the 
silver cup. Joseph commanded his steward to say 
unto them, " Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
good ? Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, 
and whereby indeed he divineth ? Ye have done 
evil in so doing." As if he said. Is not this my 
master's favourite silver cup, in daily use, " in 
which my lord drinketh, and whereby," indeed, 
by carelessly leaving it on your table, he would 
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" divine,*' and make trial, whether you were honest 
men or no ? " Ye have done evil in so doing." 

Conscious of their own innocence, they eagerly 
endeavoured to clear themselves; they appealed 
to former proofs of their honesty ; they offered to 
submit to the severest punishment, if they should 
be found guilty. " With whomsoever of thy serv- 
ants the silver cup be found, both let him die, and 
we also will be my lord's bondmen." 

How anxious were they that the fullest inquiry 
should be made ! " They speedily took down every 
man his sack to the ground, and opened every mail 
his sack." The steward searched, and began at the 
eldest. Reuben's was first opened, then Simeon's, 
then Levi's, and then Judah's. As the process 
went on, we can easily picture to our minds their 
growing indignation at the charge. There — We 
said so. There again — We knew we were honest 
men. But when the steward came to the yoimgest, 
and thus apparently fastened the theft upon Ben- 
jamin, what horror, what consternation did they 
feel ! That Benjamin ! the beloved Benjamin ! 
the support and prop of their aged father ! whom 
they had engaged to bring back in safety, should 
now have to die as a common thief ! *' They 
rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and 
returned to the city." 

We may notice here the benefit of afiliction. 
How changed, how subdued, how softened are 
these brethren ! Years back they could trifle with 
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a parent's feelings, and sit down to eat bread, ut- 
terly unconcerned at a brother's anguish; now 
they are overwhelmed with sorrow for Benjamin, 
and with solicitude for their father. They will 
not return, if possible, without Benjamin. 

How remarkable that Benjamin, the chief fa- 
vourite, should be the most severe sufferer ! Who 
would have thought, when they saw Benjamin's sack 
opened, and the silver cup there, and the charge 
of theft then fixed upon him, and the straits into 
which he was thus plunged — That is the man who 
occupies the highest place in Joseph's esteem and 
regard ; that is the man who was specially singled 
out at the banquet for Joseph's favours ; his 
" mess was five times as much as any of the 
others." 

Joseph's object was plain. He longed for Ben- 
jamin. He therefore adopted this plan to bring 
him back to the city. But plain as all this is now, 
it was not plain then. Most severely exercised 
were these brethren. The *^ why " and the '^ where- 
fore " were quite hidden from them. Oh ! bre- 
thren, our 

" God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

He knows the end from the beginning. And He 
orders aU events according to the counsel and pur- 
pose of His own will. Let me suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that you were engaged in working a beauti- 
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ful design for a carpet. The pattern lies before 
you. You copy it accurately, thread by thready 
colour by colour. It seems to grow under your 
hand. To your eye, it is harmonious ; in your 
mind, the whole effect is complete ! But your 
child, let me suppose, is playing beside you on the 
floor. As he looks up, he can only see the rough 
under-side of your handiwork. To him, your work 
seems very unfinished, and very unintelligible. 
Scarcely can he trace any pattern at all ! Yet, let 
him climb your knee, and look down upon the 
whole, and let him enjoy your kind assistance in 
explaining its various details to him, and then how 
plain, how beautiful does it all appear. And with 
what delighted admiration does he contemplate it ! 
Brethren, God, our Father in Christ Jesus, is car- 
rying forward the accomplishment of His own 
eternal counsels. The whole plan is before Him. 
" Known unto God are all his works, from the 
beginning of the world." In this world. His be- 
lieving people can only look up, and see the under- 
side of His dispensations. To us, they often appear 
full of contradictions. But let us wait awhile. 
Let us believe. Let us obey. Let us " serve Qur 
generation by the will of God." And when the 
message is addressed to us, " Come up hither," 
and we enter into our everlasting rest, and from 
our mansion in glory look down upon the marvels 
of God's providential, gracious dealings with us, 
we shall then acknowledge the excellency of His 

G 2 
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wisdom^ the perfection of His tenderness and love ; 
our hearts will ovei-flow with gratitude^ our lips 
will be filled with praise ; and we shall then un- 
derstand^ in some measure^ that blessed promise^ 
" What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter;" and why God's dear children 
are often visited with the sharpest and heaviest 
triak ; why His Benjamins are brought into the 
greatest straits and difficulties. And, in the mean 
time, let us learn to trust where we cannot trace, 
and to commit our all unto Him, who condescends 
to oflfer Himself unto us, as our " All and in all." 

Judah and his brethren soon found themselves 
in Joseph's house : and " he was yet there," expect- 
ing them, doubtless with no little impatience, " and 
they fell before him to the ground." How hum- 
bly does Judah now speak for himself and the rest ! 
" What shall we say unto my lord ? what shall we 
speak? how shall we clear ourselves? God hath 
found out the iniquity of thy servants ; behold, we 
are my lord's servants, both we, and he also with 
whom the cup is found." 

Joseph, to try a little further their state of mind, 
and their affection for their father and Benjamin, 
offers to allow them to return home, and only to 
detain Benjamin. 

And this occasions that most beautiful and 
affecting appeal of Judah, from which the text is 
taken. The sacred narrative thus proceeds : " Ju- 
dah came near unto Joseph, and said. Oh my lord. 
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let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my 
lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against 
thy servant ; for thou art even as Pharaoh. My 
lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, 
or a brother ? And we said unto my lord. We 
have a father, an old man, and a child of his old 
age, a little one ; and his brother is dead, and he 
alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth 
him. And thou saidst unto thy servants. Bring 
him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon 
him. And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot 
leave his father, for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy 
servants. Except your youngest brother come down 
with you, ye shall see my face no more. And it 
came to pass, when we came up imto thy servant 
my father, we told him the words of my lord. And 
our father said. Go again, and buy us a little food. 
And we said, We cannot go down : if our youngest 
brother be with us, then will we go down ; for we 
may not see the man's face, except our youngest 
brother be with us. And thy servant my father 
said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two 
sons ; and the one went out from me, and I said. 
Surely he is torn in pieces, and I saw him not since ; 
and if ye take this aho from me, and mischief be- 
fall him, ye shall bring down my grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Now, therefore, when I come 
to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with 
us ; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's 
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life ; it shall come to pass^ when he seeth that the 
lad is not with us, he will die, and thy servants 
shall bring down the grey hairs of thy servant our 
father with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant 
became surety for the lad unto my father, saying. 
If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the 
blame to my father for ever. Now, therefore, let 
thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to 
my lord ; and let the lad go up with his brethren. 
For how shall T go up to my father, and the lad be 
not with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that 
shall come on my father." Such, dear brethren, 
is the appeal of Judah. How effectual it was we 
shall very soon consider. In the mean time, there 
are many delightful lessons which we may gather 
from it. Let us, 

II. Notice some of these lessons. 

(1.) Was Judah brother to him for whom he 
was surety ? And did not our adorable Redeemer, 
when he undertook to plead our cause, " take upon 
Himself, not the nature of angels, but the seed of 
Abraham ? " Is He not a ^* partaker of flesh and 
blood?" Our ** Brother, bom for our adversity?" 
Oh ! how full of love is the Saviour ! '* Go to my 
brethren," he said, after his resurrection, "and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your 
Father, unto my God and your God :" John xx. 17. 
Jesus is our very Brother . We can look up to God 
in Him, and rejoice ; God can look down upon us 
in Him, and rejoice too. Jesus has condescended 
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to take our nature. Let us aspire to be conformed 
to His likeness. He is the firstborn among many 
brethren. Be it ours to live as the brethren of the 
Holy One, remembering the words of Jesus, as 
he looked round upon his disciples, " Who is my 
mother, and who are my brethren ? Whosoever 
shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, 
and sister, and mother." 

(2.) Did Judah offer to forsake his home, his 

family, Canaan, all near and dear to him, and to 

sojourn in Egypt ? Oh ! consider " the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ ; though He was rich. He 

became poor, that we through His poverty might 

be rich." What sacrifices did He make ! He left 

His Father's glory, and the worship of the heavenly 

host : He came into this world of sin and sorrow, 

and sojourned here thirty and three years. " He 

was in the world, and the world was made by Him, 

and the world knew Him not. He came unto His 

own, and His own received Him not." Judah's 

love was mere offered love ; Jesus' love was actually 

realized. Think what this love cost Him. Jacob 

loved Rachel, and, for her sake, he served seven 

years, bearing the summer heat and the winter 

cold. Jesus endured the wrath pf God for guilty 

sinners. Here was love indeed. Jonathan loved 

David, and, for his sake, bore the cruel anger of 

his father Saul. Jesus, for our sake, bore His 

Father's wrath poured out upon Him. It was love 

for guilty sinners which inclined Him to leave His 
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Father's bosom^ and the hallelujahs of heaven. 
It was infinite love which inclined Him to humble 
Himself^ to be *' born of a pure virgin," and to 
be cradled in the manger at Bethlehem. It was 
love to sinners which inclined Him to wage battle 
against Satan in the wilderness; to become a '^ man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." It was love 
to sinners which made Him hasten to Jerusalem, 
agonize in gloomy, dark Gethsemane, patiently 
carry His cross, and yield up His spirit, a sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Who can fathom 
the depths and heights of his love ! 

(3.) Did Judah offer to be a bondman in the 
stead of his brother ? " I pray thee, let thy servant 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brethren." We remem- 
ber that the Lord Jesus humbled himself, even to 
wash his disciples' feet ; and that he tells us that 
" the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many." 

(4.) Did Judah enter into an engagement in 
behalf of his brother Benjamin with Jacob his fa- 
ther ? "I will be surety for him, of my hand 
shalt thou require him ; if I bring him not unto 
Ihee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the 
blame for ever." What a blessed covenant did the 
Lord Jesus enter into on our behalf with His 
Father for our salvation ! '^ Lo, I come to do thy 
will, Q my God." " Deliver from going down to 
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the pit, I have found a ransom.*' Of His own 
free graxje, unsought, unasked, He became surety 
for us. He took our place. " He bare our sins." 
*' He suffered the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God." Judah spake rashly and unad- 
visedly, without due reference to the overruling 
providence of God. How could he so certainly 
undertake to present Benjamin to his father in 
peace ? But our Redeemer has made no such rash 
engagement. His was infinite power and infinite 
love. He has perfectly fulfilled it to the very letter. 
His almost last word on the cross was, *^ It is fin- 
ished." He has engaged to bring many sons to 
glory, and to present them to His and their Father 
with exceeding joy. Not one has been lost. 
" Whom He loveth. He loveth unto the end." "My 
sheep shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand." Let it be our earnest 
prayer, *' Into thine hand I commend my spirit ; 
Thou shalt answer for me, O Lord my God." 

(6.) Did Judah thus plead for Benjamin, and 
thus generously ofier himself as a sacrifice in his 
place, out of regard for his father ? " When I come 
to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with 
us, seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life, 
it shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is 
not with us, that he will die ; and thy servants shall 
briQg down the grey hairs of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave." Even so, it was a zeal 
for his Father's glory which animated and con- 
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strained our Redeemer, in all His course of obedi- 
ence, benevolence, and suffering. ^^ My meat and 
my drink is to do the will of Him that sent me, and 
to finish his work." " Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business ? " " The zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up." 

Brethren, one word in conclusion. The Lord 
Jesus is a great Saviour. He has all fulness of 
merit, righteousness, and grace, laid up in Him, for 
the benefit of His praying people. His ^' blood can 
cleanse from all sin." His righteousness alone is 
a ground of acceptance. His grace is sufficient for 
every duty and every emergency. He is the '* pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world." ** He 
died for all ;" "tasting death for every man." 

You are invited to come to Him, and to believe 
in Him. He waits to be gracious to you. Every 
poor weary sinner is invited to Jesus, our Brother 
and our Surety, this day. You are invited. You 
are invited freely. You are invited urgently. Life 
and death turn upon your treatment of this invita- 
tion. Your everlasting all turns upon this one 
thing — " Is Jesus mine or no ? " Am I in Him 
by faith ? Have I, in my heart, taken Him as my 
All in all, my " Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctifi- 
cation, and Redemption ? " May the Lord impress 
this solemn and momentous consideration upon 
every heart, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen. 



LECTURE IX. 

In Slffititing 5iKiiiitn|. 

Al^D JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIS BRETHREN, I AM JOSEPH, DOTH MT 
FATHER YET LIVE? AND HIS BRETHREN COULD NOT ANSWER 
HIM ; FOR THEY WERE TROUBLED AT HIS PRESENCE. 

GEN. XLV. 3. 

We have considered the touching appeal which 
Judah made to Joseph in behalf of his brother 
Benjamin. Surely it was a surprising instance of 
faithfulness^ to offer to renounce the comforts of his 
home and the blessings of liberty, that his brother 
might return to his father in peace ; it was faith- 
fulness to his engagement, most noble ; love to his 
brother and his father, most disinterested. It affords 
a beautiful and striking picture of Him, who, in 
tender love, took the sinner's place, and humbled 
Himself, for our sake, to death, even the death of 
the cross. Jesus is indeed our ** Brother, born for 
our adversity." His was more than offered love : 
it was actually realized in the most marvellous sa- 
crifice of Himself on the cross. " He came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
His life a ransom for many." 
May God bless us, whilst we pass on in our 
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consideration of this interesting history^ and render 
it deeply profitable, for Jesus* sake. 

I. The stream of affection which had been pent 
up so long, could now be restrained no longer. 
*' Joseph could not refrain himself before all them 
that stood by him, and he cried. Cause every man 
to go out from me. And there stood no man with 
him, whUe Joseph made himself known to his 
brethren." Christ reveals himself unto His people 
as He does not unto the world. Just as Abraham 
said to his servants, " Abide ye here with the ass, 
whilst I and the lad go forward and worship, and 
come again to you ;" even so, brethren, must we 
seek solitude and retirement, if we would enjoy 
communion with Jesus. 

*' And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the 
house of Pharaoh heard." At first, Joseph could 
only weep ; he could not speak. How full was his 
heart of yearning affection ! Many a time had he 
longed to disclose his real character ; but then his 
purpose would not have been answered ; his object 
being to humble and to prove them. Now, how- 
ever, having tried them to the very uttermost, he 
surprises them by saying, " I am Joseph ; doth my 
father yet live ? " They had only known him by 
his Egyptian name, Zaphnath*paaneah ; hitherto 
he had addressed them through an interpreter ; 
now he speaks to them, in the old familiar voice, 
and language, and manner, " I am Joseph, doth 
my father yet live ? " How surprising this disco- 
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very ! What ! that Egyptian prince, in his robe 
of purple, the chain of gold round his neck, seated 
high on his chair of state, surrounded by so many 
servants and attendants, opening the granaries of 
^gypt> and selling corn to needy applicants from 
all parts of the world — that Joseph ! that august 
personage, to whom even the monarch of Egypt 
pays the greatest deference — that the stripling boy, 
whom -we sold as a slave, some two and twenty 
years ago. Well might his brethren not be able 
to answer him ; well might they be " troubled at 
his presence." Who can think what their feelings 
must have been ! Surprise, and fear, and conscious 
guilt, divided their hearts with hope and joy. To 
relieve himself and them, " Joseph said unto his 
brethren. Come near to me, I pray you. And 
they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt." How kind 
and considerate was this conduct ! Not as might 
have been expected, and as was deserved, banish- 
ing them from his presence, and visiting their in- 
justice and cruelty upon their own heads ; but 
inviting them to draw near to him ; and reminding 
them, that, notwithstanding all his pomp and state, 
he was stUl their brother. *^ I am Joseph, your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt ;" mentioning 
this to prove that he was indeed Joseph, which, 
probably, they would hardly believe at first. 

Brethren, it is even thus when Jesus manifests 
Himself to the soul. Very generally He comes in 
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a cloud. His first dealings with the soul wear an 
aspect of roughness and severity. He comes in 
some almost overwhelming calamity, or in the way 
of Bome powerful and deeply-searching convictions^ 
and the sinner is brought low into the very dust at 
His footstool. Perhaps he is ready to lie down in 
despair. Then does the tenderness of Christ's love 
burst forth. No longer does he restrain Himself 
in his communications to the soul : He unfolds His 
own great condescension and love ; " I am Jesus, 
your Brother," your Saviour, your all. We might 
think that this would fill the soul with unmingled 
joy. But so far from this, very often, for the time, 
the anxiety and trouble of the sinner are increased. 
There is nothing like the love of Christ to bring 
our sins to remembrance. What trouble, what 
confusion did Joseph's brethren feel, when they 
stood trembling before him, as, in the midst of most 
affectionate weeping, he made himself known unto 
them ! Never did they feel such sincere grief for 
their cruelty towards him, as at that moment of the 
outgushing of his most tender love. Oh how deep 
is the sense of sin when the Saviour's cross is re- 
vealed ! How vividly does the recollection of past 
offences crowd into the mind ! Sin appears indeed 
" exceeding sinful," because committed, not merely 
against the highest authority, but the most tender, 
self-sacrificing love. We feel that we can never 
forgive ourselves for our deep and flagrant ingrati. 
tude and folly 
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And then the Lord Jesus invites us to draw yet 
nearer to Him : " Come near to me, I pray you." 
Come near," poor, sorrowful, sin-burdened soul. 
Come near," saith the Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel. ^* Come near " to my cross ; *^ come near " to 
my house ; '^ come near " to my table ; *^ come near," 
and hold communion with me ; *^ I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward." How sweet 
and precious are these moments ! Who but those 
who have experienced it can imagine the blessed- 
ness of personal communion with Jesus ? To draw 
near to Him in humble, believing obedience, and 
to hear Him saying to the inmost soul, " I am 
Jesus, your Brother;" oh! what condescension 
is this ! Then have we the delightful conscious- 
ness of an interest in Christ ; then do we realize 
the amazing fact, Jesus is not^ only a Prince and 
a Saviour, but He is my Prince and my Saviour. 
Then do we rejoice in His unspeakable nearness ; 
He is my Brother. The great and glorious Jeho- 
vah, before whom the seraphim bow, and in whose 
all-searching view even the very ^' stars are not 
pure," is His Father and my Father, His God and 
my God. 

Permit me, dear brethren, before I pass on, to 
urge upon you the necessity of a real, personal in- 
terest in Jesus. If you would escape from wrath, 
if you would be delivered &om the condemnation 
of a broken law, if you would be free from the 
tyranny of sin, if. you would rejoice in the known 
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and felt pardon of your transgressions, if you de- 
sire that '^ peace which passeth all understanding/' 
and that " righteousness," the effect of which is 
" quietness and assurance for ever," then draw near 
to Jesus. Come to Him, poor, needy, naked, just 
as you are; plead His most precious blood-shed- 
ding. His most faithful promise, the grace which 
He has manifested to others, the forbearance He 
has exercised towards you ; and leave not the foot- 
stool of His mercy, until He say to your very soul, 
" I am Jesus, your Brother." Wrestle with Him 
hard for this blessing ; and leave Him not, till the 
Holy Spirit fills your heart ; leave Him not, till you 
find the sense of pardoning mercy flowing over 
your soul ; and there and then you are enabled, in 
grateful obedience, to give up your whole self, 
body, soul, and spirit, to Jesus, His service and 
His kingdom, for time and for eternity. 

But we must proceed with the sacred narrative. 
" I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt ; now, therefore, be not grieved nor angry 
with yourselves that ye sold me hither ; for God 
did send me before you to preserve life. For 
these two years hath the famine been in the land, 
and yet there are five years in the which there 
shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God 
sent me before you, to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 
deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me 
hither, but God; and he hath made me a father 
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to Pharaoli, and lord of all his house, and a niler 
throughout all the land of Egypt." 

We cannot but observe here, that, in order to 
calm their 'mind« and allay their griefs, Joseph, 
three separate times, ascribes his coming into Egypt 
to the overruling providence of God, " It was 
not you that sent me hither, but God." 

Most profitable is it to trace the footsteps of 
Providence, and to view the hand of God in all 
events. His " way is in the sea. His path in the 
great -waters, and His footsteps are not known." 
There are wheels within wheels ; and their " rings," 
or circumference, '* are so high, that they are 
dread&l," Ezek. i. 18. Often is the humble Chris- 
tian constrained to acknowledge, " Verily thou art 
a God that hidest thyself." Biit there is this to 
comfort and sustain the mind: God is over all. 
His is infinite wisdom, goodness, and love. He 
overrules all events, in all their connexioHS and 
tendencies, to His own glory, and the benefit and 
welfare of His true church and people. And " His 
counsel shall stand ; He will do all His pleasure." 
God often works by contraries. Often does He 
turn the greatest evil into the greatest good. To 
grant good after evil is one thing ; to turn great 
evils into the greatest good is another. Yet this 
is God's way. Contention and envy ordinarily 
threaten the ruin of a family. Joseph's brethren 
hated him, envied him, sold him into slavery. 
This was their crime. Here was darkness. God 
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sent him before them into Egypt, to preserve life. 
Here were His wisdom and goodness^ Here was 
light. The brightest light issued from the deepest 
darkness. 

Their's was horrible cruelty indeed ! and yet, 
all countries were benefited; their own families 
were preserved alive. Thousands would have 
perished by famine, had not Joseph been exalted 
to the right hand of Pharaoh. Joseph had never 
been exalted, unless he had been first imprisoned ; 
he had never been imprisoned, unless he had been 
enslaved. His brethren's wickedness enslaved him ; 
the goodness and wisdom of God exalted him. 
The greatest good came out of the greatest evil. 

Now, look for a moment at the greatest crime 
which the world has ever witnessed. Think of the 
crucifixion of Jesus; think of the Son of God bleed- 
ing and dying on the accursed tree. Was it not 
the greatest crime ever committed, when the Jews 
delivered Jesus to be crucified ? What awful treason 
against the Majesty of heaven ! what ingratitude \ 
what injustice! What heart can imagine, what 
tongue can describe, the guilt of crucifying the 
Lord of glory ! And yet the purposes of God were 
thus accomplished for the salvation of men. The 
death of Christ is the life of the world. The 
greatest crime ever perpetrated has been overruled 
to the greatest benefit ever conferred upon men, and 
to the highest glory that ever redounded to God. 
The greatest good has come out of the greatest evil. 
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Does this, then, excuse or palliate sin? No, 
brethren. Man is not a machine. Man acts freely. 
Good and evil, light and darkness, are set before 
him, and he is responsible for his choice. If he 
chooses that which is right and good, he is ac- 
cepted ; if otherwise, " sin lieth at his door." 

But it exalts the wisdom and goodness of God. 
Man's heart may freely " devise Tiis own way ;'* 
the Lord, as a Sovereign, " directs his steps." 
The ^wraves of the sea may rage horribly, but we 
have a wise Pilot at the helm, and we know that 
" all things are working together for our final 
good." Oh! let us learn to look above second 
causes, to Him who reigneth over all; and thank- 
fully say, with the Psalmist, " My times are in thy 
hand." 

How affectionately does Joseph invite his aged 
father to come down into Egypt ! " Haste ye, and 
go up to my fether, and say unto him. Thus saith 
thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
^SYP^9 come down unto me, tarry not : and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen ; and thou shalt 
be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast. And there will I nourish 
thee, (for yet there are five years of famine,) lest 
thou and thy household, and all that thou hast, 
come to poverty. And, behold, your eyes see, and 
the eyes of my brother :Benjamin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell 

H 2 
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my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that 
ye have seen, and ye shall haste and bring down 
my father hither." 

Joseph well knew how refreshing this would be 
to his father ; what a cordial to his fainting and 
wearied spirit ; that if any thing would make him 
young again, this would. He is, therefore, very 
earnest that his father and all his family should 
come down to him in Egypt. But this was not 
all ; " he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, 
and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 
Moreover," in token of complete reconciliation, 
" he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them« 
And after that, his brethren talked with him." 
Here, then, was a true reconciliation ; and here, 
also, was sweet and free communion. Brethren, 
it is even thus with our souls. There must be 
reconciliation with God, through the blood of Jesus, 
before there can be any adoption into His family, 
any sweet breathings aft«r His favour and presence 
in childlike prayer and supplication. Naturally 
enemies and strangers, we must be converted by 
the Holy Spirit, and united to Jesus by a living 
faith, if we would enjoy fellowship with God, here 
or hereafter. " How can two walk together ex- 
cept they be agreed? " Amos iii. 3. 

We conclude, for the present, with noticing that 
the tidings of the arrival of Joseph's brethren soon 
reached the palace. '^ Joseph's brethren are come : 
and it pleased Pharaoh well and his servants." 
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Their pleasure evinces the esteem in which Joseph 
was held, not only by the ting, but, which was 
more to be wondered at, by his servants. How 
wisely must Joseph have ordered his footsteps ! 
From his exalted situation, he was doubtless re- 
garded with considerable envy. But " when a 
man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him." 

We cannot help, however, thinking of another 
Joseph. Oh what a day will that be in the courts 
of heaven, when the brethren of Jesus are all 
brought home safe to glory ! " There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth." And if over one, what shouts 
of joy will fill the Jerusalem that is above, when 
" the number of the elect shall be accomplished," 
and when the triumphant cry shall be heard echo- 
ing through the mansions of bliss, " The brethren 
of Jesus are come ! " " The brethren of Jesus are 
come!" It is true that their way was strait and 
narrow ; their difficulties were numerous and per- 
plexing ; their spiritual conflicts sharp and severe ; 
their path has been, for the most part, a path of 
sorrow and humbling discipline, " fightings with- 
out and fears within ;" but, by the grace of God, 
they have been '* more than conquerors." " They 
overcame by the blood of the Lamb." And oh ! 
it will indeed be a " day of days," when the joyful 
command is given, ^* Open the gates of the celestial 
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city ; throw wide her portals :" " Let us praise 
our God^ all His servants, smaU and great." 
Hallelujah ! *^ The brethren of Jesus are come ! " 
Amen. Amen 



LECTURE X. 



€|t liqqnj 30Elwtiiig.' 



AND JOSEPH MADE READY HIS CHARIOT, AND WENT UP TO MEET 
ISRAEL HIS FATHER, TO GOSHEN, AND PRESENTED HIMSELF 
UNTO him; AND HE FELL ON HIS NECK, AND WEPT ON HIS 
NECK A GOOD WHILE. AND ISRAEL SAID UNTO JOSEPH, NOW 
LET ME DIE, SINCE I HAVE SEEN THY FACE, BECAUSE THOU 
ART YET ALIVE. — GEN. XLVI. 29, 30, 



How interesting^ brethren^ axe the circumstances 
connected with Joseph's reconciliation to his bre- 
thren ! how kindly did he inyite them to draw near 
to him I how considerately did he endeavour to 
allay their grief by leading their minds to the over- 
ruling providence of God ! " It was not you that 
sent me hither^ but God." How urgent was the 
message which he sent to his beloved father, to 
come down unto him to Egypt ! 

Let us now meditate on Jacob's reception of this 
message^ his journey to Egypt^ and his affecting 
interview with his long-lost Joseph. May God 
bless His own word to all our hearts, for Jesus' 
sake. 

I. Most anxious was Joseph that his brethren, 
and their families, and his aged father should settle 
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near him in the land of Egypt. Nothing will sa- 
tisfy him, but he must have them with him. He 
set the good of the laud of Egypt b^ote them. By 
express command from Pharaoh, he charged them 
immediately to come into Egypt, and " not to 
regard their Btuff," or their property in Canaan, 
for " the good of all the land of Egypt was theirs.'* 
Are you, brethren, interested - in Jesue, by a 
living faith ? Has He revealed Himself to yoor 
hearts ? Do you rejoice to think of Him as your 
beloved Saviour ? He desires to have you in fiill 
communion with Himself. He claims all the hom. 
age and affection of your souls. His object in His 
varied dealings with you is to bring you nearer 
and nearer to Himself. He knows, and you know, 
that your truest happiness is to dwell, in ardent 
&ith and hopeful prayer, near to the cross. Oh ! 
how frequently does He charge you to abide in 
Himself ! how earnestly does He exhort you " not 
to set your affections on the things of earth, but on 
the things above \" " Regard not your stuff, for all 
the good of the land of Egypt is yours." 

What a magnificent present did Joseph give his 

brethren — especially to Benjamin ! And " to his 

father he sent after this manner : ten asses laden 

_-.i. .i__ ._.ji .i.i_gg ^£ Egypt, and ten she-asses 

d bread and meat for his father 

1, as he was parting from them, 

lalutary piece of advice : " See 

by the way." This, brethren. 
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is the law of the kingdom of Jesus. ** By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples^ if ye 
have love one to another." How sad is the pre- 
valence of party spirit among professing Christians ! 
^^ One says^ I am of Paul ; and another^ I am of 
ApoUos ; and a thirds I am of Cephas." And in- 
stead of striying against the common enemy, sin 
and ungodliness, how often do Christian people 
occupy themselves in " biting and devouring each 
other ! " Let us cultivate holy. Christian love. Not 
giving up our own conscientious convictions^ — this 
is cowardice : not mixing up all opinions together, 
as if all were equally important — this is infidelity : 
but allowing to others the liberty we claim for 
ourselves, let us dwell rather upon that in which 
we agree, than upon that in which we differ. 
Partakers of the same corrupt nature, we must all 
be washed in the same precious blood, we must all 
be sanctified by the same Holy Spirit ; we all hope 
to arrive at last at the same bUssful home : let us 
*' see that we fall not out by the way ;" let it be 
said of us, as in olden time, ^^ See how these Chris- 
tians love one another." 

How eagerly would they communicate the happy 
tidings to their father ! " They came into the land 
of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and told him, 
saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is the governor 
over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart 
fainted, for he believed them not." 

It seemed so contrary to all that he had believed 
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before. For more than twenty years he had 
thought that Joseph had been torn in pieces by a 
wild beast; he had even seen his son's coat drenched 
in blood ; year after year had passed by, and no- 
thing had been heard of Joseph ; it could not be 
his darling son of whom he heard now ; had Joseph 
been aliye, he thinks that he must have heard of 
him long before this. 

And the tidings were so good — too good to be 
true. It is more easy to believe evil tidings than 
good tidings. Most readily had Jacob believed 
that Joseph had been torn in pieces ; but when he 
heard, " Joseph is yet alive, and is the governor 
over all the land of Egypt,*' his heart fainted, for 
he believed them not." 

My brethren, when we preach the glorious gos- 
pel of the grace of God, there are those who reject 
our message, because it is so different from what 
they have been in the habit of believing. They 
inquire, as Nicodemus did, " How can these things 
be ? " "I have always been used to think so and 
so*; this new doctrine cannot be true." I have 
always thought that Joseph was dead ; surely he 
cannot be aUve, and *' the governor over aU the 
land of Egypt." 

Again, let us recommend people to make their 
peace with God, by a long course of repentance, 
saying many prayers, doing many " good works," 
and they will think it all very reasonable and very 
PJ^oper. But tell them that " Jesus has died for 



r 
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sinners ;" that He ^* has made a ftdl, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world;" that the gospel says, 
'^Belieye and Kve ;" '* Look and be saved ;" " Only 
touch the hem of the garment, and you shall be 
made perfectly whole ;*' and they will say. This is 
too good to be true ; the way to heaven never can 
be so easy and so plain. 

Jacob had heard that his son was iJie governor 
over all the land of Egypt, and he could not credit 
it. His sons then gather round him, and they tell 
him, word by word, all that passed. ** They told 
him all the words of Joseph, which he had said 
unto them;" and the testimony of so many he 
could not well resist. But there was stronger 
proof still. There were the laden waggons which 
Joseph had sent, " filled with all the good things of 
Egypt ; com and bread and mestt for his father by 
the way :" and when Jacob saw all this, and the 
waggons which Joseph had sent to carry him, his 
*' spirit revived, and Israel said, It is enough, 
Joseph my son is yet alive. I must go and see him 
before I die." We bring to you, dear brethren:, 
the very words of Jesus; not our own fancies, 
but His blessed words of truth and love. We trust 
that you may receive them in power. There are 
invitations and promises exactly suited to your case 
and your necessities. And let these invitations be 
written upon your hearts; let these promises be 
applied with power ; let the love of God be shed 
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abroad in your souls ; let the Holy Spirit bear wit- 
ness with your spirit that you are the children of 
the living God ; let these earnests of the heavenly 
inheritance be afforded for the present establish- 
ment and comfort of your souls^ (as the waggons 
laden with good things were sent for Jacobs) and 
you will need no more, no higher evidence ; yon 
will have this witness in your own breast ; you will 
see a beauty and a glory in the gospel, different 
from what you have ever experienced ; you will 
wonder that you never received it before, and that 
every body does not receive it now. It will be a 
glowing reality in your very soul. Jesus, my Sa- 
viour, is exalted at God's right hand ; He " ever 
liveth to make intercession ;" He is " able to save 
to the uttermost all that come to God by Him." 

And you will feel exactly as Jacob felt — ^^ I will 
go and see him before I die." You will long to 
be with Jesus. " Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison of Thee." You will disregard every 
diiEculty in your way. Was Jacob, at the age of 
one hundred and thirty years, an infirm old man, 
willing to undertake a long journey to meet once 
more his beloved, long-lost Joseph ? And will not 
you, who love your Redeemer, be willing to brave 
any difficulty, any reproach, any persecution in 
your way to glory? Suppose you have to en- 
counter loss in your service of. Jesus, you will 
account these worldly things as mere "stuff;" 
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mere lumber and rubbish, compared with " the 
glory to be revealed in you." 

II. Accordingly, we read that " Israel took his 
journey with all that he had, and came to Beer- 
fiheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father 
Isaac." At that place, both his father and his 
grandfather had prayed ; and there he seeks Di- 
vine protection and Divine guidance. Nothing 
can prosper rightly without prayer. 

And the Lord met His aged servant. He " spake 
to him in the visions of the night : Jacob, Jacob. 
And he said. Here am I. And he said, I am God, 
the God of thy father ; fear not to go down into 
Egypt ; for I will there make of thee a great na- 
tion. I will go down with thee into Egypt ; and 
I will also surely bring thee up again ; and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes." What an 
encouragement must this have been to Jacob ! If 
we go where God sends us, most certainly shall we 
have God with us. How immediately does he 
obey ! " And Jacob rose up from Beersheba : and 
the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and 
their little ones, and their wives, in the waggons 
which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. And they 
took their cattle, and their goods, which they had 
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt^ 
Jacob, and all his seed with him : his sons, and 
his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his 
sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with 
him into Egypt." 
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with infidelity and sin. They abound in the work 
of the Lord. Their mother's mantle has fallen 
upon them^ and they tread in her steps^ and follow 
her, even as she followed Christ. In the best time, 
when their allotted work is done, they too are 
gathered to their rest. Brethren, what a tender, 
blessed welcome will each one receive, on crossing 
the Jordan, from that Christian mother ! Who can 
imagine or realize the joy which will fill her breast I 
In the midst of her children, one unbroken family, 
to rest with Jesus, to meet in glory, and never to 
part any more ! 

And if such be the bliss in the case of one Chris* 
tian family, what will be the joy when all the elect 
people of God shall meet at the last great day ! 
Ah ! the meetings that will then take place ! The 
minister of Jesus will then again meet " the flock " 
committed to him, " that beautiful flock." The 
Sunday-school teacher will then again recognise 
his band of scholars. The district visitor will then 
meet those poor among Christ's people^ whom she 
has visited, and instructed, and relieved, and com- 
forted. Parents will again embrace their beloved 
children. All will be before God. The Saviour- 
Judge shall ascend His tribunal; the judgment 
shall be set ; the books shall be opened. There 
shall be " multitudes, multitudes in that valley of 
decision." 

Many shall there meet in everlasting joy and 
blessedness. Abraham and Paul, Isaiah and John, 
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shall there rejoice together. The faithful minister 
shall there welcome his spiritual children in Christ 
Jesus. The self-denying missionary shall there be 
surrounded by the converts he has gathered firom 
the wastes of heathenism. The earnest labourer 
shall there reap his harvest of joy. An assembled 
world shall there bear witness, that '* there is a 
reward for the righteous, that there is a God that 
judgeth the earth." 

But many shall meet in that day to their ever- 
lasting shame and confusion. All who " know 
not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," shall then weep and howl for vexa- 
tion of spirit. The drunkard shall there again 
meet him who first allured him into the halls of 
folly and the scenes of intemperance. Thq sen- 
sualist shall there meet the wretch who first drew 
him from the path of virtue. The sabbath-breaker 
shall there meet those who were wont to strengthen 
him in his wickedness. The lovers of pleasure 
shall there lie down in eternal sorrow. All who 
are not in Christ, who here died in impenitence, 
unbelief, and worldliness, shall there meet for their 
everlasting banishment from the presence of the 
Lord ! Brethren, we shall meet there. Ah 1 that 
is the solemn, the momentous consideration. Whe- 
ther penitent or impenitent, prepared or unpre- 
pared, holy or unholy, we shall meet there, either 
for an everlasting reunion, or an everlasting se- 
paration. Oh, put not away this matter from your 
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thoughts. Say not, " Go thy way for this time, 
when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee." This convenient season never came to 
Felix. It may never come to you. " Now is 
the accepted time ; now is the day of salvation." 
Be persuaded, then, by the terrors of the Lord, to 
flee to the Lord Jesus from the wrath to come. 
Amen. Amen. 



LECTURE XL 



^Ikl ^i!ti(. 



▲ND HB BLESSED JOSEPH, AND SAID, OOD, BEFORE WHOM MY 
FATHERS ABRAHAM AND ISAAC DID WALK, THE GOD WHICH 
FED MB ALL MT LITE LONG UNTO THIS DAT, THE ANGEL 
WHICH REDEEMED ME FROM ALL EVIL, BLESS THE LADS. 

GEN. XLVIII. 15, 16. 



Wb have, at length, brought you to the happy 
meetuig, after a weary separation of two and twenty 
years, of Jacob with his beloved Joseph. With 
what reverence, joy, and love did Joseph welcome 
his aged father into Egypt ! The governor of 
Egypt did not forget his duty to his father ; he 
" presented himself" with all possible respect be^ 
fore the hoary shepherd, '^ and he fell upon his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while." And, 
loosening from the lengthened embrace, Jacob said, 
" Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, be- 
cause thou art still alive." That was the happiest 
moment of Jacob's life. He had passed through 
many dangers and many sorrows, but he had a 
quiet, peaceful evening at the close of his days. 
And if that meeting was so happy, what will be the 
bliss af our meeting our dear relatives and friends 

I 2 
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in Christ, in the eternal world ! What delight will 
it afford us to renew in heaven the sweet counsel 
we took together on earth ; to recount the toils of 
the combat, and the labour of the way ; and to 
approach, not the house, but the throne of God, in 
company, and to join in the new song, ** Salvation 
to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb ! " 

Let me draw your attention to the closing scenes 
in the bright and honourable career of Joseph ; 
and more particularly to the filial piety he dis- 
played in his conduct to his aged father. May 
God bless his own word to us all, for Jesus' sake. 
I. We shall pass over the care which Joseph 
took about his brethren, that they might have a 
comfortable settlement in Egypt, and his presenta- 
tion of them to Pharaoh. We are told, in the sa- 
cred narrative, that he " brought in Jacob his 
father, and set him before Pharaoh." Mark here 
the wonderful providence of God ! How easily can 
He " make darkness light" before His people, and 
" crooked things straight ! " Behold Joseph the 
slave, the prisoner, not long ago in irons, exalted 
to the right hand of Pharaoh, presenting his aged, 
weather-beaten father, whose fears are now all dis- 
pelled, and every hope and wish of his long-aching 
heart more than crowned ! And then, brethren, 
ask yourselves this question, " Is any thing too 
hard for the Lord ? " 

** And Jacob blessed Pharaoh." And thus he 
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did homage to the king of Egypt ; and expressed 
his gratitude for the promotion of his son : and he 
did so in the best possible manner. His homage 
was not a piece of servile flattery ; neither was he 
satisfied with a mere expression of thankfulness for 
the benefits he had received ; but he " blessed Pha- 
raoh." He offered supplication for him. " Now 
the less is blessed of the greater." And Jacobs 
so far as the favour of God went, was greater than 
Pharaoh. Jacob was a prophet of the Lord ; " as 
a prince he had power with God and with man, 
and had prevailed." And he prayed that " that 
blessing, which indeed maketh rich, and addeth no 
sorrow to it," might rest upon Pharaoh. " Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh, and Pharaoh said unto Jacob, 
How old art thou ? " 

This, brethren, is a question which we can all 
answer, and which we all ought to consider. Time 
is short : once gone, it never can be recalled. 

Are we in early life ? Let us remember that 
" childhood and youth are vanity." Half our 
people die before they are twenty. May we be 
found ready. 

Are we aged ? Surely, then, we may say, " There 
is but a step between me and death." May we 
take timely heed to " prepare to meet our God." 

But there is spiritual birth, as well as natural 
birth. Let me ask, " How old art thou " in grace ? 
How old in the Divine life ? Are we little chil- 
dren, or young men, or fathers in Christ ? 
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A poor man, bowed down with age, was asked 
this question, *^ How old art thou ? " His grey locks 
showed that he had long been a sojourner upon 
earth. " Sir,'' said he, " I am but four years old." 
" How is that, you seem far advanced in years ? " 
*^ Yes," said the old man with a sigh, " it is true, I 
have passed eighty-four years upon earth, but my 
precious soul was dead till within the last four 
years ; how can we be said to live, when we are 
dead to God ? " 

Are you " old in sin ? " Ah, you may be 
young in years, and old in sin ; you may be old in 
years, and young in grace. You may have taken 
many steps in the journey of life, and not one step 
towards heaven. It is an awful thing to be near 
eternity and far from God ! 

Let me ask the humble servant of Jesus, ** How 
old art thou ? " What is thine answer ? " Old 
enough to be wiser and better. I blush when I 
think how great have been my advantages, and how 
little I have improved them ; how long I have been 
in the best school, and how little I have learned. 
May God clothe me with humility, and wash me in 
the blood of the Lamb." 

^^ And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years ; few and evil have the days of the years of 
my life been ; and have not attained unto the days 
of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of 
their pilgrimage." How instructive and interest- 
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ing this reply ! Jacob speaks ofhimselfa^ a pilgrim. 
And we are all pilgrims. We are all hastening on 
to eternity. We never continue in one stay. We 
pass on through days and weeks and years. We 
are all travellers, urging our way forward, either to 
tie bliss of heaven, or the woes of hell. Brethren, 
this is a solemn thought. Let me inquire of you, 
" Whither goest thou ? " " The prudent man 
foreseeth the evU, and hideth himself; the simple 
pass on, and are punished," Prov. xxvii. 12. 

Especially is the believer a pilgrim. He has 
escaped from the city of destruction ; he is fleeing 
** from the wrath to come." He entered in *^ at the 
strait gate" of humility and self-renunciation. 
He walks in the narrow way of holiness and watch- 
fed diligence and zeal. The word of God is a 
'* lamp to his feet and a light to his path." The 
excellent of the earth are his companions. His 
way often is wearisome, and the weather oppres- 
sive, but he is refreshed with streams from the 
riven Rock : often is it steep and slippery, but his 
'* feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace." His " goings are ordered " in infinite 
wisdom and love. He leans upon his beloved 
Saviour every step of his journey ; as he marches 
onward to Immanuel's land, his heart is filled with 
thankfulness, and his mouth shows forth his Re- 
deemer's praise. And even in " the valley of the 
shadow of death " he " fears no evil ;" the Lord 
Jesus is with him, " his rod and his staflT they com- 
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fort him." How often, whilst in the wildernessj 
does he long for Canaan ! " Oh that I had the 
wings of a dove, then would I flee away, and be at 
rest." 

Mark what the patriarch says, " Few and evil 
have the days of the years of my lifje been." 
" Few," for short indeed is the longest life, com- 
pared with eternity ; and " evil," for " man is bom 
to sorrow, as the sparks fly upward." If our days 
are few, we are the nearer heaven : if they are few, 
how diligently should we improve them ; " redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are evil ! " And he 
reckoned his life according to days. Three times 
does he mention his " days." For we are not sure 
even of a single day. We may receive notice to 
quit our tabernacle at less than an hour's warning. 
Oh may we learn *^ so to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom." 

" And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out 
frqm Pharaoh.*' 

Seventeen years pass by, during which Joseph 
enjoyed the advantage and the happiness of his 
father^s society. And *^ the time drew near that 
•Israel must die." " One told Joseph, Behold, thy 
father is sick." There are some who die suddenly. 
And, if in Christ, (it is a solemn condition,) there 
can be no doubt that '* a sudden death is the easiest 
way to heaven." But the more common road to 
the ** house appointed for all living " is down the 
narrow, miry, dismal lane of sickness. Jacob was 
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taken with his last sickness^ and Joseph imme- 
diately leaves his public business^ and hastens to 
visit his dying father. This must have been very 
affecting. " And he took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim." This was wise. It 
would have been profitable to these young men, 
just entering into life, to see with what cheerful 
confidence a servant of God can depart from it ; 
amid all the splendours of a palace, it would teach 
.them that there was a dignity .which a palace could 
not give, the dignity of having the favour and the 
smile of the Lord of the whole earth. Manasseh 
and Ephraim would never forget it. And how 
remarkable the dying testimony of Jacob ! Having 
solemnly adopted the two sons of Joseph, and taken 
them for his own ; having " kissed them, and em- 
braced them," Jacob said, " I had not thought to 
see thy face, and lo ! God hath also showed me 
thy seed." 

" I had not thought to see thy face." I said, 
nearly forty years ago, " An evil beast hath de- 
voured him. Joseph is without doubt rent in 
pieces." For years, I never thought that Joseph 
could be alive. I said, " Joseph is not, Simeon is not, 
mid ye will take Benjamin away ; all these things 
are against me." Then I heard, " Joseph is yet 
alive, and he is the governor over all the land of 
Egypt." And " my heart fainted, and I believed 
them not." Then, when I saw the waggons, my 
spirit revived, I thought " I would come and see 



I 
1S2 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. , 

Joseph before I died." But I scarcely expected 
to realize it. And now, not only is aU this fulfilled, 
but " God hath showed me also thy seed." In 
this manner, brethren, God often surprises his 
people. He does for them " exceeding abundantly 
above all that they can ask, or even think." 

When his parents put Moses into the ark of 
bulrushes, all that they could hope for, would be 
his preservation by some kind person who would 
take pity upon him. Probably they hardly ex- 
pected themselves to see him again. But — ^no less 
strange than true — Pharaoh's daughter finds him, 
adopts him, pays his mother for nursing him, edu- 
cates him in all the wisdom and learning of Egypt, 
and he became the deliverer and lawgiver of 
Israel. 

We learn, brethren, that God's " thoughts are 
higher than our thoughts, and His ways than our 
ways." We must not limit the Holy One of Israel. 
What seemtf impossible to us, is most easy to Him. 
He can turn the shadow of death into the morning. 

" And Joseph took them both, and brought 
them near to Jacob ;" and, under the teaching of 
God's Spirit, Jacob preferred the younger to the 
elder, and put his right hand upon Ephraim's head. 
We must not dwell upon this circumstance, but 
pass to the delightful testimony which Jacob gives 
to the faithfulness of his God: '^ he blessed Joseph, 
and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my 
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life long unto this day, the Angel which: redeemed 
me from all evil, bless the lads." 

How thankfully does Jacob acknowledge the 
pious walk of his fathers before God ! " God, 
before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did 
walk," in faith, and service, and obedience. How 
devoutly does he remember God's gracious deal- 
ings in providence with himself! " The God that 
fed me all my life long unto this day;" supporting 
me in all my straits and difficulties. And, espe- 
cially, the spiritual mercies he had enjoyed ; " The 
Angel that redeemed me from all evil," even the 
Angel of the Covenant, the Lord Jesus, who by 
His precious blood and perfect righteoTisness re- 
deems us from all evil, for time and for eternity. 

Jacob had passed through many troubles, had 
suffered many hardships, but he had been delivered 
from them all; and now, on his death-bed, he 
bears witness to the faithfrdness, wisdom, and love 
of his God. And he prays that God's blessing 
may rest upon his beloved Joseph and his two sons ; 
^' may the Angel who hath redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads." 

We may sum up Joseph's career in a very few 
words. With most affectionate solicitude he buried 
his aged father, according to his last request, in 
the land of Canaan. And whilst mourning for 
him, he kindly reassured his trembling brethren 
that he would continue his care towards them. 
" Joseph said unto them. Fear not, for am I in 
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the place of God? But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me, but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people 
alive. Now, therefore, fear ye not : I will nourish 
you and your little ones. And he comforted them; 
and spake kindly unto them." 

After the death of Jacob, he lived for more than 
fifty years in Egypt, and saw his father's house> 
and his own children, multiplying fast aroxind 
him ; and at length, in the full exercise of faith, 
he " died, being an hundred and ten years old." 

II. We cannot conclude without drawing yoitr 
attention to one lesson which this portion of the 
history of Joseph conveys. Never did the go- 
vernor of Egypt appear so truly great as in his 
deep affection and reverence for his father. How 
anxious he was to hear of him, when separated 
from him ! How cordially did he welcome him 
into Egypt ! What a comfortable provision did he 
make for him in Goshen ! How honourably did 
he make mention of him to Pharaoh ! How imme- 
diately did he attend him in his last sickness ! con- 
tinually attentive to him, even to the last moment! 
What a beautiful example is this of filial duty ! 
How exactly a type of the true Joseph, who was 
subject to His earthly parents, and who, even amid 
the agonies of the cross, manifested such tender 
solicitude for the welfare of His mother ! 

Brethren, let us mark diligently these patterns 
of filial obedience. Next to our duty to God, is 
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the duty which we owe to our parents. They 
attended to our wants before we could express 
them^ and loved us with an unwearied, most self- 
denying affection. Surely no excuse can be al- 
lowed for any neglect on our part. It is the com- 
mand of God, " Honour thy father and mother ;" 
and reason, as well as Scripture, urges us to fulfil 
this duty. O let me endeavour to impress this 
upon the young people in this congregation. 

Dear young friends, nothing will bring such 
honour to your God as an attention to this duty. 
It used to be said of Sparta, that the aged could 
only be happy there, because the laws of its people 
so severely punished the rebellion and disobe- 
dience of children. And ought it not to be a hap- 
piness for aged parents to be in England, where 
Christ's gospel is preached, and Christ's example 
is set before us, in a manner never done in heathen 
lands^ And yet we fear that there are many 
parents, who complain that they are ^^ pierced and 
torn to the heart, with arrows winged with their 
own feathers; like trees riven to pieces with wedges 
cut out of their own body."* Ah ! " sharper than 
a serpent's tooth " is the disobedience of a thank- 
less, rebellious child ! 

Let me exhort you, my younger brethren, to 
reverence and honour your parents, even as Joseph, 
the governor of Egypt, bowed before his aged 

• Flavel. 
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father; and as Solomon, before all his court, 
'^ rose up to meet his mother, and bowed himself 
unto her, and sdt down on his throne, and caused 
a seat to be set for the king's mother, and she sat 
on his right hand," 1 Eongs li. 19. You ought to 
manifest towards your parents unceasing tender- 
ness and regard ; you ought cheerfully to obey 
their every command, which is agreeable to the 
will of God ; yea, and to be on the alert to antici- 
pate their wishes, even in the little things of life ; 
you ought patiently to endure their godly disci- 
pline, assured that it is " good to bear the yoke in 
your youth ;" and, on all occasions, faithfdlly and 
jealously care for their welfsure and interest* Thus 
shall you secure Divine approval, even that " bless- 
ing which maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow 
to it." 

May God give us His grace, that we may fulfil 
this and every command with a single eye to His 
glory, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. Amen. 



LECTURE XII. 



3nsi^^ a €viifs nf €^. 



JOSEPH IS ▲ FRUITFUL BOUGH, EVEN A FRUITFUL BOUGH BY A 
WELL ; WHOSE BRANCHES BUM OYER THE WALL : THE ARCHERS 
HAYE SORELY GRIEYED HIM, AMD SHOT AT HIM, AMD HATED 
HIM: BUT HIS BOW ABODE IM STRENGTH, AND THE ARMS OF 
HIS HANDS WERE MADE STRONG BT THE HANDS OF THE 
MIGHTY GOD OF JACOB ; FROM THENCE IS THE SHEPHERD, THE 
STONE OF ISRAEL. — OBN. XLIX. 22 — 24. 



We have considered, brethren, at some length, 
the history of Joseph, step by step. We have 
frequently had occasion to admire the providence 
of God in his career, and the singular purity, 
meekness, patience, and wisdom with which he 
was gifted from on high. As we have proceeded, 
we have glanced at various particulars in which he 
may be regarded as a type of Christ. No where 
in the New Testament is Joseph distinctly men-; 
tioned in this light ; and yet, no one, we think, 
can meditate upon his affecting history, and not b^ 
forcibly reminded of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The text forms part of the blessing pronounced 
by Jacob, in the spirit of prophecy, on his children, 
in his last moments. It is a short and beautiful 
summing up of Joseph's course, and it will suggest 
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the main outHnes for our present subject, viz. Jo- 
seph as a type of Christ. 

May that blessing which alone can profit, rest 
upon our consideration of it, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

1. Let us consider the sufferings of Joseph. He 
was his father's darling, the ** son of his old age." 
" Israel loved Joseph more than all his children." 
Visions of his future greatness were unfolded to 
him. He dreamed a dream ; — " Behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, 
and also stood upright : and, behold, your sheaves 
stood round about, and made obeisance to my 
sheaf: " — yea, he dreamed yet again, and the sun 
and moon and stars did homage to his sovereignty. 

And the Lord Jesus was God's beloved Son. 
" The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into His hand." " He received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came to 
Him such a voice from the excellent glory. This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
How many prophecies are there of the universal 
dominion of Christ ! when before Him " every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things imder the earth ; and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father ;" and when " the kingdoms of 
this world shall be the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and 
ever." 

The patriarch sent his son Joseph to inquire 



JOSEPH A TYPE OF CHRIST. 139 

after his brethren ; " Go, I pray thee, see whether 
it be well with thy brethren, and well with the 
flocks, and bring me word again." And God sent 
His Son, with a merciful message of peace and love 
to the Jews, His "brethren after the flesh." " Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will towards men.'* 

Joseph was " seen afar ofi", even before he came 
near unto his brethren :" and, in type and pro- 
phecy, was the Lord Jesus seen and believed on 
before He was manifested to the world ; " Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; he saw it, 
and was glad." David was a prophet, and " know- 
ing that of the fruit of his loins according to the 
flesh, God would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; he, knowing this before, spake of the 
resurrection of Christ, that His soul was Hot left in 
hell, neither did His flesh see corruption." 

No sooner was Joseph recognised than his bre- 
thren *' conspired against him to slay him ;" and 
when " Jesus came to His own. His own received 
Him not ;" from His very cradle His life was sought ; 
after His first sermon, in His own city Nazareth, 
they purposed to destroy Him in the most summary 
manner ; and, at the last Passover, when His hour 
was come, the " chief priests and elders took coun- 
sel against Jesus to put Him to death." 

Instead of receiving and attending to his kind 
message, his brethren only mocked and derided 
Joseph. " They said one to another. Behold, this 
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dreamer cometh." Ah! brethren, how bitterly 
was Jesus despised ! how wi<iedljr was He re- 
proached and rejected! Hear His own words, 
'^ Reproach hath broken my heart, I looked for some 
to have pity on me, but there was no man, neither 
found I any to comfort me." 

^^ When Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat of 
many colours, that was on him :" and we are told 
that the soldiers " stripped Jesus, and put on Him 
the scarlet robe, and platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand ; 
and after they had mocked Him, they took the robe 
off firom Him, and put His own raiment on Him, 
and led Him out to crucify Him." 

Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver, at 
the suggestion of Judah, to the Ishmaelites: by 
one of the same name, was our blessed Lord be- 
trayed and s<dd to His enemies, for thirty pieces of 
silver ; " a goodly price that He was prized at of 
them," Zech. xi. 18. 

In the most humiliating manner is Joseph, as a 
captive and a slave, carried down into Egypt : and 
in His early days was Jesus, in a degraded manner, 
taken into Egypt. And more than this. Not only 
literally into Egypt, but as a prisoner in human 
flesh did He come, in all humiliation, into the 
Egypt of this world. " Though He was rich, yet 
for our sakes He became poor, that we through 
His poverty might become rich." And yet, even in 
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diis mean and low condition^ were the wisdom and 
uprightness of Joseph most conspicuous ; step by 
step was he promoted, until all in Potiphar's house 
was put under his hand. What bright rays of 
glory shone forth £rom Jesus, notwithstanding all 
the depth of His humiliation ! Most truly did He 
partake of human weakness and suffering ; no less 
truly did the power and glory of the Godhead 
shine forth from Him. " Never man spake like 
this man." ^^ What manner of man is this, that 
even the winds and the sea obey Him ? " " Truly 
this was a righteous man." 

With all his chastity and purity, malice and 
wickedness prevailed against Joseph, and, on the 
most false accusation, without a hearing, he was 
shut up in the dungeon, and his feet made fast in 
the stocks. And the Lord Jesus, who was " holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," who 
eould fearlessly look round upon His bitter enemies, 
and say, " Which of you convicteth me of sin ? " 
to whom even the Roman governor was obliged to 
give this testimony, " I find in Him no fault at all," 
was condemned to be crucified, and confined in the 
prison of the grave. Whilst Joseph was in prison, 
he was associated with two accused persons, the 
chief of the butlers and the chief of the bakers ; 
and Jesus, according to the sure word of prophecy, 
"made His grave with the wicked," and "was 
numbered with the transgressors ; " for " with 
Him they crucified two thieves, the one on His 

K 2 
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right hand, and the other on His left.*' Of the two 
who were imprisoned with Joseph^ one was pro* 
moted and the other was executed ; ^^ the chief 
butler was restored to his butlership again^ and the 
chief baker was hanged." Of the two thieves, one 
was accepted as a penitent belieyer^ and entered 
Paradise ; the other " was driven away in his wick- 
edness," and died the second death. He died iu 
sight of the cross and by the side of the Saviour. 

A foreshadowing all this of the realities of the 
last judgment, when Jesus shaU again occupy 
the centre between the pardoned and the impeni- 
tent, not on a cross, however, but on a throne of 
surpassing lustre ; when we shall learn, in deed and 
in truth, how glorious is the issue of faith ; how 
awful the result of impenitence and unbelief. 

Joseph, when in prison, was made the keeper, of 
all there; "all the prisoners were committed to 
Joseph's hand:" the Lord Jesus, by death, de- 
stroyed death ; the grave might have been proud 
of such a tenant, but He went there, not as a sub- 
icct, but as a conqueror ; and now. He is " alive 
for evermore," and holds the " keys of hell and of 
death in His hand." The whole of the unseen 
world is under His dominion. Life and death are 
under His control. He fixes how long we have to 
live, and when we are to die. May He teach us so 
" to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom." Early in the third year after his 
imprisonment was Joseph liberated : and early in 
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the morning of the third day after His crucifixion, 
did the Lord Jesus rise triumphant from the grave. 

How completely, dear brethren, is Joseph in his 
sufferings a type of our Lord Jesus Christ ! " The 
archers sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and 
hated him." May we be enabled to enter into the 
fellowship of Christ's sufferings ! May we feel His 
bruises as our own ! May we learn how grievous 
«in must be, when we see what it cost the Saviour ! 
May we weep over ourselves and over Him, and 
trace the atrocity of our sins in the severity of His 
sorrows ! 

II. Let us proceed now to consider the promo- 
tion of Joseph : " His bow abode in strength, and 
the arms of his hands were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob." He was sud- 
denly translated from a dungeon to a palace ; and 
was made the governor over all the land of Egypt, 
and second only to Pharaoh. ^^ Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from his 
hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed 
him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck, and he made him to ride in the 
second chariot that he had, and they cried before 
him, Bow the knee ; and he made him ruler over 
all the land of Egypt." 

The new name which Pharaoh conferred upon 
Joseph was very significant : " Pharaoh called 
Joseph's name Zaphnath-Paaneah." The margin 
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explains this, a *' Revealer of secrets :" and this* 
undoubtedly, the Lord Jesus eminently was, for 
'' life and immortality have been brought to light 
by the gospel." But there are others* who render 
this name, " Saviour of the world," as applicable 
to Joseph, when he opened the treasuries of Egypt, 
and supplied all coimtries with com. And, if this 
rendering be correct, it seems to point out, as com- 
pletely as possible, Joseph as a type of Christ, who 
in the highest sense is the ** Saviour of all men ;" 
the " Propitiation, not for our sins only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world." The Lord Jesus 
is '^ highly exalted," and God hath " given Him a 
name which is above every name ; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth, and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." There 
is only One to whom He was second ; *' All power 
is His in heaven and earth ;" and, ** at the end. 
He shall deliver up His mediatorial kingdom to 
God, even the Father, having put down all rule, 
and authority, and power; and when all things 
shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto Him that did put all things 
under Him, that God may be all in all." 

Do we inquire. Why was Joseph thus exalted 
and promoted ? It was to preserve life among the 

* Gesenius infonns us that Jerome thus renders it* 
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nations in the coming ^tmi^e. " The famine was 
over all the feice of the earth." " All countries 
came into Egypt to Joseph to buy com, because 
that the famine was so sore in all lands." The 
need was pressing and urgent ; there was but one 
method of relief; Pharaoh's command to one and 
all was the same, " Go unto Joseph ; what he saith 
unto you, do," Gen. xlL 65. 

Brethren, the Lord Jesus is indeed a great Sa- 
yiour. His power enables Him, His compassion 
inclines Him, His covenant-promise binds Him, 
to ^^ save even to the uttermost all that come to God 
by Him." " The Father hath sent Him to be the 
Saviour of the world." ** He, by the grace of God, 
has tasted death for every man." His blood is 
able to cleanse us from all sin ; His righteousness 
is given unto and put upon all them that believe ; 
His Holy Spirit is freely promised to all who ask 
for it. 

Oh, what pressing need is there for this Saviour ! 
Egypt and the neighbouring countries would have 
perished through famine, had it not been for Jo- 
seph. Mankind would have perished, had it not 
been for Jesus. He is the " Bread of life ;" given 
for the *' life of the world." Brethren, let me en- 
treat vou to come to the Saviour. Seek an interest 
in Him by faith. Whatever may be yonr spiritual 
circumstances, " Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to 
you, do." Without Jesus, you can do nothing ; 
without Him,, you perish. And just as all coun- 
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tries went to Egypt for corn, before the tidings of 
the supply there had reached Canaan ; Jacob did 
not send into Egypt, nor did his sons go down 
thither, till some time after other countries had been 
supplied with corn ; even so the Lord Jesus, on 
His exaltation to His mediatorial throne, though 
rejected and set at nought and hated by his bre^ 
thren, gathered, notwithstanding, multitudes of 
Gentile converts to his cross. People of all na- 
tions and countries were drawn to Him, according 
to the ancient prophecy, ^^ Unto Him shall the 
gathering of the people be," Gen. xlix. 10. 
• What a distinguished privilege is this, brethren! 
To us. Gentiles, has the word of salvation come. 
Upon us hath the true light shone. May we walk 
in the light, and rejoice in the light. May we re- 
member that "to whomsoever much is given, of him 
will much be required." May we take heed, lest 
our candlestick be removed out of its place ; lest 
our privileges only deepen our condemnation. 

After a time, Joseph's brethren went down into 
Egypt ; there they were roughly handled, impri- 
soned, threatened with death. And thus were they 
brought to true contrition of spirit. '^ We are ve- 
rily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw 
the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and 
we would not hear ; therefore is this distress come 
upon us." At length, Joseph manifested himself 
to them; " I am Joseph ; doth my father yet live ? " 
Ah ! how were they troubled at his presence ! how 
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deeply did they then mourn before him! And 
when all their offence had been confessed, and free- 
ly forgiven ; when a complete reconciliation had 
been effected, and full communion restored, what 
promotion then awaited them ! the best of the land 
of Egypt was set before them ; " they dwelt in the 
land of Goshen, and had possessions therein, and 
grew, and multiplied exceedingly." 

The Jewish nation has long rejected their Messiah* 
For centuries they have been, as it were, in Egypt. 
They have been ^^ scattered and peeled." They 
have been a by-word among the nations. Sorrow 
has tracked their footsteps. They have found suf- 
fering, misery, and shame every where ; — rest, a 
home, no where. We believe, brethren, in the 
word of prophecy respecting them. " The spirit of 
grace and of supplications shall be poured upon 
them ;" they shall mourn over their long impe- 
nitence and unbelief. And we trust that He will 
soon graciously manifest Himself unto them, 
" His feet shall stand upon Mount Olivet." The 
King of Zion shall again return to Jerusalem. And 
then, what glorious promotion awaits the Jewish 
people ! Theirs shall be the Goshen of this world ! 
" All that see them shall acknowledge them, that 
they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed." 

Brethren, how delightful is this prospect of the 
ingathering of the Jewish people ! What joy shall 
be felt among the nations of the earth, when the tid- 
ings are announced, *^ The brethren of Joseph are 
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come ! " Surely," if the fall of them be the riches of 
the world, and the diminishing of them the riches a£ 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness ! If 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
worlds what shall the receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead ? " Rom. xi. 12, 15. 

We must now conclude this interesting subject, 
by endeavouring to gather up some practical in- 
struction. 

1. Let us admire and adore the wise and gra* 
cious providence of our God. How remarkably is it 
illustrated in the history of Joseph! Let us learn 
to trust our God at all times and under all circum- 
stances. Even when the clouds seem the thickest 
around us^ still let us trust in Him. And oh ! how 
bright is the light which issues from behind an ap- 
parently dark dispensation ! According to the links 
in' Joseph's affliction were the "pearls in the crown 
of his mercy."* Was he sold by his brethren into 
Egypt ? His brethren are brought into Egypt and 
worship before him. Was he falsely accused con- 
cerning Potiphar's wife, and sad reproaches heaped 
upon him ? Lo, a herald proclaims before him in 
the metropolis of Egypt, " Bow the knee, bow the 
knee ! This is the man whom the king delights to 
honour." Was he thrown into prison? He is 
afterwards elevated to a palace. Was he, as a poor 
stranger, brought into the lowest depths in Egypt? 

• William Bridge, on Faith. 1648. 
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He is exalted to the highest place^ and made second 
only to Pharaoh himself. Thus, brethren, his 
" bow abode in strength." And we learn to wait 
God's time, and not to judge hastily, but to rest 
upon the assurance, that ^^ all is well," and " that 
aU things are working together " for our final 
good. 

Lastly, How inestimable is the blessing of the ge- 
nuine girace of God! Consider the changes, so 
sudden, so surprising, in Joseph's course. What 
supported him throughout ? How was it that his 
" bow abode in strength ? " The text will furnish 
the reply, " The arms of his hands were made 
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." 
Herein lay the secret of his purity and stability, 
whether in Egypt or Canaan ; whether in a prison 
or a palace. Brethren, let me implore you to seek 
this grace for yourselves. Most deeply do we 
need its influence. Most freely is it oflfered to us. 
Most surely shall we obtain it, if we diligently and 
sincerely 'ask for it. Thus shall we be blessed in 
our own souls, and be instruments of blessing to 
all around ; and we shall learn, in happy experi- 
ence, that " Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace." 



THE END. 
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